Phyfical  Enquiries . 


SECT.  I. 

fbe  Effett  of  Vinegar,  or  any  Acids,  upon  the 
human  Body  clearly  demonflrated ,  on  going 
into  Southern  from  Northern  Climates ,  and 
'  for  fome  time  after  arriving  there .  This 
Subject  is  here  Jet  in  a  more  full  and  clear 
Light ,than  in  a  fmallBook publijhed la Ji  Tear, 
entitled  A  Reprieve  from  Death,  on  occa - 
fion  that  Vinegar  was  recommended  by  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  to  the  Britifh  Fleet 
fent  to  the  Weft-Indies ;  tho  it  is  humbly 
thought  that  the  Arguments ,  as  fated  in  the 
Jaid  Book ,  are  unanjwerable  :  'Jo  tins  Sec - 
tion  is  annexed  a  Method  to  prevent  the  mor~ 

(  tal  Fever  in  the  Weft-Indies,  for  the  Benefit 
of  thofethatgo  therefrom  Northern  Climates , 
deduc  d  from  the  Reafons  ajjigned  for  its  Pro - 
duSion ;  and  how  to  cure  it  when  it  invades 
without  the  Precautions  taken,  or  if  it  fhould 
attack  fome  Confutations  notwi tkjla nding  all 
Pre  cautions  to  prevent  it. 

IT  is  very  obfervable  that  Northern  People 
are  ftrooger,  and  have  more  florid  Com¬ 
plexions  than  thofe  of  Southern  Climates  •, 

A  which 


2 


PHYSICAL 


which  difference  in  thefe  two  Points,  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  the  fuperior  Elafticity  of  the: 
Mujcular  Fibres  of  Inhabitants  nearer  the 
North  Pole ,  than  of  them  at  a  great 
diftance  from  it :  For  numerous  Experiments 
prove  that  a  Cold  Air ,  or  Cold  Baths ,  brace 
the  Fibres ,  which  is  adding  to  their  elajlic 
Force ,  and  many  Inftances  {hew  that  an 
hot  moijt  Air ,  or  hot  Baths ,  relax  the  Fibres, v 
which  is  fubftradting  from  that  Force . 

Therefore,  the  greater  Elafticity  which  the 
Fibres  have,  to  the  greater  degree  of  Minute- 
nefs  will  the  Blood  be  reduced  j  for  the  Blood  is 
con  tained  i n  the  Arteries,  and  their  contradtile 
Force  depends  on  the  Elafticity  of  the  Fibres . 

And  further,  cold  Air  is  more  fubtile 
than  hot,  being  free  from  aqueous  and 
grofs  Exhalations  which  Southern  Atmof- 

o 

pheres  are  liable  to,  by  means  of  the  great 
Heat  of  the  Sun,  efpecially  in  thofe  Countries 
where  there  are  many  Rivers,  Lakes,  or  Mar- 
fljes:  Therefore,  when  cold  fubtile  Air  is 
drawn  into  the  Lungs,  the  fudden  Rarefadtion 
thereof,  proceeding  from  the  Heat  of  the  Bo¬ 
dy,  fomething  like  the  fudden  Explohon  of 
Gun-powder  in  a  Fire,  produceth  an  intimate 
Divifion  of  the  Particles  of  the  Blood,  which 
hot  Air  cannot  effedt,  being  before  rarefied  by 

tile  Heat  of  the  Sun  :  So  that  here  is  fhewn 

another 
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another  Caufe  that  renders  the  Blood  of  Nor- 
thernPeople  more  fluid, and  their  Complexi¬ 
ons  more  florid  than  of  Southern  Inhabitants, 
befides  the  fuperior  Elafticity  of  the  Fibres . 

Thefe  Things  being  confidered,  it  is  be¬ 
yond  all  queftion  that  the  Fibres  of  Nor¬ 
thern  People  become  very  lax  on  going  into 
Southern  Climates,  and  will  be  in  that  State 
in  a  greater  or  lefltf  degree,  as  the  Atmof- 
phere  they  go  thro’,  or  flay  in,  abounds  more 
or  lefs  with  moift  or  aqueous  Particles. 

The  Confequence  of  this  State  of  Laxity 
is  a  Coalition  of  the  Particles  of  the  Blood,  * 
or  what  may  be  called  a  fizy  heavy  Blood, 
which  muff  (till  be  acquiring  a  greater  De¬ 
gree  of  Vifcidity,  in  regard  that  in  Southern 
Atmofpheres  there  is  a  copious  Perlpiration, 
which,  being  unnatural  to  Northern  Inha¬ 
bitants,  is  a  confumption  or  wafting  of  the 
fluid  Parts  that  were  mixt  with  the  Blood, 
when  in  their  own  Climate,  which  if  retain’d, 
would  conduce  to  its  Fluidity  in  fome  meaftire. 

Therefore,  tho’  a  Perfon  leaves  England 
in  the  mo  ft  healthful  State,  the  Conftitution 
muft  undergo  a  Change,  that  threatens  to  ter¬ 
minate  in  a  Stagnation  of  the  Blood,  perhaps 
a  total  Stagnation,  which  is  j Death,  and  in¬ 
deed  is  too  often  the  Cafe. 

A  2  The 

*  See  Sedt  III.  page  27,  of  my  PhyJZcal  D’Jferiaticns  when 
pubhfhed,  for  the  Cauies,  which  produce  a  Coagulation,  or 
Coalition  of  the  Particles,  of  Fluids  in  general. 
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The  Inconvenience  of  Sea  Diet ,  Drink, 
and  the  want  of  ufual  Exercife  on  Ship-board, 
may  be  added  to  the  principal  Caufe  affigned 
for  the  Produ&ion  of  this  Laxity  of  the  Fi¬ 
bres,  and  heavy  vifcid  State  of  the  Blood  ; 
but  granting  all  thefe  to  be  the  fame  on  board 
a  Ship  as  at  Land,  the  principal  Caufe  is  un¬ 
avoidable,  viz .  the  Atmofphere,  which,  befidea 
its  Heat  and  Moifiure,  may  abound  with 
Effluvia  of  a  poifonous  coagulating  Nature. 
No  Man  can  be  certain  to  the  contrary  of 
this  laft  :  It  appears  to  me  probable  that 
fuch  Effluvia  exift,  and  are  an  adjundf  Caufe 
in  producing  a  Vifcidity  in  the  Blood  of 
Northern  People,  till  they  are  inured  to 
Southern  Climates, 

That  a  Tendency  to  a  Stagnation  of  the 
Blood,  proceeding  from  a  Laxity  of  the  Fibres, 
is  the  EfFedf  of  going  into  Southern  Climates, 
and  is  the  immediate  Caufe  of  the  mortal 
Fever,  epidemic  among  Northern  Foreigners 
on  their  Arrival  in  the  Weft-Indies,  or  foon  af¬ 
ter,  is  beyond  all  Contradi&ion  ;  for  it  is  ob~ 
ferved  that  it  proves  more  fatal  to  Men  of  a 
robufl  plethoric  Habit,  than  to  thofe  of  a 
weak  Conflitution,  which  is  to  be  accounted 
for  thus : 

The  Blood  of  a  Perfon  of  an  athletic  Con¬ 
futation  requires  a  great  Force  from  the  Fibres , 

to 
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to  keep  up  its  due  Fluidity?  its  Particles  hav¬ 
ing  a  natural  Contad  in  proportion  to  the 
contradile  Force  of  the  Arteries,  which  fuffi- 
ciently  comminute  the  Blood  while  in  a 
Northern  Climate  $  but  when  that  contrac¬ 
tile  Force  is  diminifhed,  as  will  unavoidably 
be  the  Cafe  on  going  to  a  far  diftant  Southern 
Climate,  the  Coalition  of  the  Particles  of  the 
Blood  will  be  to  a  great  degree  ;  and  in  fuch 
an  athletic  Habit,  Life  is  in  the  moft  im¬ 
minent  Danger,  and  is  very  often  loft. 

But  in  a  weak  Conftitution,  the  Fibres  are 
naturally  lax,  and  the  Particles  of  the  Blood 
cohere  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  Tenfity 
in  the  Fibres  \  confequently,  where  a  State  of 
Laxity  exifts  naturally,  the  Blood  is  lefs  dif- 
pofed  to  a  Stagnation  on  going  into  Southern 
Climates. 

It  may  be  objeded,  that  as  the  Fibres  of  an 
athletic  Perfon  are  affeded  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  Relaxation  in  this  Cafe,  and  the  Blood 
with  a  proportional  degree  ofVifcidity  or  Ten¬ 
dency  to  a  Stagnation  ;  fo  may  the  Fibres  of 
a  Perfon  of  a  weak  Conftitution,  which  are  na¬ 
turally  more  lax,  who  never  wasin  a  Southern 
Climate,  and  confequently, /jfs  or  her  Blood  will 
be  affeded  with  a  Tendency  to  a  Stagnation, 
in  a  degree  proportionable  to  the  unnatural 
Relaxation  ;  and  therefore  the  Effed  of  a 

A  3  Souther^ 
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Southern  Atmofphere  will  be  the  fame,  both 
in  athletic  and  weak  Conftitutions. 

But  this  Obje&ion  is  eafily  anfwered,  tho* 
it  has  fome  appearance  of  Truth:  For  there 
is  a  certain  FitneJ's  and  UnjitneJ} ,  Agreement 
and  Disagreement ,  of  Things,  with  relpe&  to 
one  another,  originally  imprefs’d  in  their  Na¬ 
ture,  Order,  and  Conftitution,  by  the  Supreme 
Being  ;  and  thefe  are  to  be  known  by  ob- 
ferving  the  Phenomena  of  Nature  ;  not  by 
knowing  mathematical  Proportion :  The  Fa& 
/lands  againft  the  Obje&ion,  and  is  Demon- 
ftration  a  pojteriori  for  Experience  {hews, 
that  Southern  Climates  are  not  fo  fatal  to 
weak,  as  rebuff  Conftitutions. 

Therefore,  there  is  fome  other  material 
Difference  between  Conftitutions  of  a  lax  and 
tenj'e  Fibre ,  rhan  what  confifts  in  the  diffe¬ 
rent  degree  of  Elafticity.  But,  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  fome  other  Caufe  might  produce 
the  fame  Effe&  in  two  fuch  Conftitutions,  re¬ 
lative  to  fome  particular  Circum  fiances,  tho’ 
different  Effe&s  are  produced  from  the  fame 
Caufe,  viz.  a  Southern  Atmofphere ,  with  re- 
fpe&  to  an  elaftic  and  lax  Fibre:  For  the 
fame  Caufe  will  always  produce  the  fame 
Effe&,  ceteris  paribus. 

It  appearing  then  that  the  Tranflation  of 
the  Conftitution  of  Britons ,  on  going  into 

Southern 
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Southern  Climates,  is  either  a  Tendency  to, 
or  a  total  Stagnation  of  the  Blood,  which  is 
Death  ;  and  that  Men  of  a  weak  Conftitution 
generally  agree  beft  with  thefe  Climates,  but 
are  not  fo  fit  for  the  Operations  of  War  as  re¬ 
buff  Men  ,  it  was  a  Point  of  the  greateft  Im¬ 
portance  to  provide  fome  means,  if  poffible, 
to  prevent  or  cure  the  malignant  Fever  of  the 
Wefl  Indies ,  which,  from  time  out  of  mind, 
has  proved  fo  fatal  to  thoufands,  when  fo 
many  brave  Men  were  fent  there  in  the  Year 
1740,  to  defend  the  Honour  and  maintain 
the  Intereft  of  their  Country. 

On  this  Occafion  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  wrote  to  the  College  of 
Phyjicians ,  to  know,  whether  the  daily  Ufe  of 
Vinegar ,  in  a  certain  Quantity,  would  be 
a  means  of  preferving  the  Sailors  from  the 
contagious  Diftemper  of  the  Weji  Indies  ? 
The  Anfwer  was  in  the  affirmative.  Dr , 
Horfman ,  a  Member  of  the  College,  told  me 
this,  at  Abingtons  CoffeeHoufe  in  Holbourn. 

Judging  it  would  be  proper  to  haye  a  Copy 
of  the  Papers  wrote  on  this  occafion,  I  laid  a 
Petition  before  a  Board  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  Feb .  26,  1741-2,  an  exa£t  Copy 
of  which  is  as  follows. 

A  4  To 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty  of  England . 

‘The  Humble  Petition  of  John  Tennent, 
M.  D.  moft  humbly  foewethy 

«  ripH  AT  your  Petitioner  having  now  a 
Jl  Book  in  the  Prefs,  wherein  he  de- 
<c  figns  to  publish  a  plain  and  eafy  Method, 
t£  both  to  prevent  and  cure  the  epidemic  Fe- 
cc  ver  of  the  American  Climate,  fo  fatal  to 
€C  Britons  $  and  having  great  reafon,  from 
<c  his  long  Practice  there,  to  believe  that  his 
*e  Publication  will  be  the  means  of  faving 
“  many  of  his  Majefty’s  Subjects  Lives  ;  and 
“  finding  it  neceflarv,  in  the  Profecution  of 
“  the  Subjedt,  to  make  Obfervations  upon, 
<i  and  draw  Confequences  from  the  Methods 
u  hitherto  recommended,  as  well  by  regular 
* c  Phyfcians  as  other  Practitioners ;  He  hum- 
ct  bly  prays  that  your  Lordftiips  will  give  an 
iC  Oider  for  a  Copy  of  the  Papers  relating  to 
V tnegar  being  approved  in  that  Cafe  by 
cc  the  College  of  Phyfcians  5  for  he  has  been 
u  refufed  a  Copy  without  your  Lord  (hips 
c<  Order.” 

V  r 

And  your  Petitioner  Jhall  for  ever  Prayy  &c, 

fheir  Lor df rips  objedted  againfl  my  Peti¬ 
tion,  in  regard  that  they  did  not  think  it  fit 

for 
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for  them  to  order  out  a  Copy  of  any  thing 
that  the  College  of  Phyficians  had  been  pleafed 
to  communicate ;  and  obferved,  that  I  ought 
to  applv  to  the  College  in  fuch  a  Cafe. 

But  as  I  had  reafon  to  believe,  that  my 
Application  to  the  College  would  be  attended 
with  Difficulties  and  lofs  of  Time,  and  might 
at  laft  prove  unfuccefsfu! ;  I  declined  any  fur¬ 
ther  Endeavours  to  procure  a  Copy  of  the  Pa¬ 
pers,  regarding  the  Affair  of  Vinegar ,  elpeci- 
ally  as  it  was  notorioufiy  known  both  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  America ,  that  the  College  had  given 
that  Advice  to  the  Fleet. 

This  Advice  from  the  College  of  Phyficians > 
no  doubt,  led  the  Pra&itioners  in  the  Fleet  and 
Army  abroad,  to  believe  that  Acids  deferved 
their  greateft  Regard  ;  and  if  I  can  make  it 
evidently  appear,  that  Acids  are  diametrically 
oppofite  to  the  Production  of  falutary  Effcdts, 
on  going  into  Southern  from  Northern  Cli¬ 
mates,  and  for  fome  time  after  arriving  there, 
many  Lives  were  furely  loft  by  their  Ufe  in 
the  Fleet  and  Army  in  the  Weft  Andies. 

When  the  Numbers  of  Men  that  went 
there,  and  what  now  are  alive,  excluding 
thofe  that  died  by  the  Sword,  are  confidered, 
the  Unfitnefsof  Acids  is  demonftrated  a  pojle- 
riori ;  and  as  the  reafons  again  ft  fuch  Ad¬ 
vice  occurr’d  to  me  fome  Months  before  the 

News 
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News  of  the  great  Mortality  in  the  Weft-In¬ 
dies.  came  to  London,  when  I  publifhed  my 
Objections  to  Acids ;  I  (hall  proceed  to  fliew 
what  a  ftrange  thing  it  was,  that  thcfe  or  the 
like  obvious  Objections  did  not  occur  to  a 
Body  of  Men  fo  learned  in  Phyfic  as  the  Col¬ 
lege  oft  Phyfticians  ! 

It  is  clearly  demonftrated,  (pages  1,2,3, 4. 
that  the  Change  of  Britijh  Conftitutions 
on  going  far  South,  confifts  in  a  Laxity  of 
the  Solids ,  and  a  Pendency  to  a  Stagnation  of 
the  Blood .  Now,  after  the  Experiments 
made  by  Dr.  Friend  with  Acids  upon  Blood, 
fome  of  which  I  fliall  recite  from  his  Emme- 
nologia ,  I  admire  that  Vinegar  fhould  not  a- 
bove  all  things  have  been  objected  againft, 
inftead  of  being  approved,  in  this  Cafe. 

Had  his  way  of  reafoning,  his  Experiments, 
the  Structure  of  the  human  Body,  and  the 
different  Heat  and  Elafticity  of  Atmolpheres 
in  different  Latitudes,  been  well  confidered, 
nothing  could  appear  to  the  Senfes  with  more 
clear  Evidence,  than  the  deadly  Effedt  of 
Acids ,  inftead  of  preventing  or  curing  epide¬ 
mic  Fevers  in  Southern  Climates*, 

Friend  s 

*  A  Phyfician  now  at  the  head  of  Phyfical  learning, 
having  aMifunderftanding  with  Dr.  Friend ,  the  ufeful  Works 
of  that  moil  learned  difcerning  Man  are  in  a  great  meafure 
buried  with  him,  by  means  of  the  furviving  great  Phyfician’s 
Eefentment  and  Envy.  Thus 
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Friend's  Emmenologia,  page  206. 

*  I  injected  into  the  Jugular  of  a  Dog 

*  f)ij.  of  Vinegar .  The  Contra&ion  of  the 
<  Heart  fomething  quicker  ;  as  for  any  thing 

*  elfe,  there  was  no  Change  in  the  Dog.  Af- 
1  terwards,  the  Injection  being  repeated  in  like 

*  manner  to  two  Ounces,  theRefpiration  was 
1  difficult  and  laborious ;  which  yet,  by 

*  opening  the  Iliac  Artery  (whence  ran  out 
‘  a  great  deal  of  Blood  fomewhat  grumofe) 

*  was  reftored  to  its  wonted  rule.  At  laft, 
i  two  Ounces  more  being  injedted,  the  Ani- 

*  mal  expired.  Upon  opening  th tlliacVein 
€  the  Blood  broke  forth  very  thick,  and  con- 

*  denied  into  a  Mafs  j  in  the  other  Veins,  as 
‘  well  as  in  the  Arteries,  it  was  lightly  con- 

*  creted  ;  in  the  Heart,  efpecially  in  the  left 
c  Ventricle,  fome  part  of  it  ftrongly  coagula- 
1  ted. 

c  There  was  emitted  into  the  Jugular 
e  Vein  of  a  Dog  gfs.  of  Spir.  Sails  Dulc • 
c  whence  a  ftrong  and  fublime  Refpiration, 
‘  which  at  length  fo  fenfibly  failed,  that  the 
‘  Dog  died  even  before  the  Injection  was 
c  finished.  The  Mufcles  of  the  Abdomen 
4  being  cut  tranfverfly,  the  Fibres  ftarted 
1  .  ‘  afunder 

Thus  Mankind  are  deprived  of  Advantages  from  the 
Art  of  Phyfic,  for  the  want  of  a  PhilofophicalTemper  and  Pub¬ 
lic  Spirit  in  Men  of  Authority,  which  would  teach  them  never 
to  let  a  public  Gocd  be  hided  for  the  fake  of  private  Quarrels. 
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*  afunder,  In  all  the  Veins  and  Arteries, 

*  the  Blood  was  very  much  concreted  ;  the 
c  Lungs  inflamed;  the  Heart  fluffed;  and  as  it 
«  were  ftretched  out  with  Blood.  Out  of  the 
€  right  Ventricle  were  taken  ^iv.  of  Blood 
«  concreted  like  a  Jelly.  In  the  left  a  little 
f  Blood,  but  llrongly  coagulated  :  Out  of  the 

<  Aorta  it  came  forth  in  a  manner  polypofe . 
«  The  fame  was  done  in  another  Dog  by  inr- 

<  jeding  §.  of  01  Terebinth ;  except  that  the 

*  Lungs  were  of  a  dark  red  Colour,  fuch  a 

<  one  as  is  feen  in  a  fry’d  Liver. 

Page  204. 

<  That  Aflringents  coagulate  the  Blood, is 
«  proved  by  thofe  Experiments,  which  are 
«  made  with  a  Syringe. 

4  Into  the  Jugular  Vein  of  a  Dog  was  in- 

*  jeded  Spt.  Vitrioli  gifs.  In  a  fhort  time  he 

<  was  feized  with  a  Difpnaa  5  afterwards  the 

*  Lungs  labouring  very  much,  the  Dog  died 
«  convulfed.  In  the  Veins  the  Blood  was 
«  greatly  infpiffated  and  concreted,  yetfo  un- 

*  equal,  that  a  great  part  of  the  Serum  feem’d 

<  to  be  free  from  any  Coagulum.  The  Ven- 

*  tricles  of  the  Heart  were  fluffed  up  with  a 
c  Mafs  grumofe ,  and  as  it  were  polypofe. 

‘  There  flagnated  in  the  Lungs  fome black 
(  Blood,  which  being  aifo  extravafated,  ad- 

*  hered  to  fome  of  the  Lobes.  The  fame 

c  Sprit 
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*  Sprit  of  Vitriol  being  infufed  into  a  Dog* 
c  which  had  a  little  before  taken  Laudanum , 
€  two  Ounces  fo  altered  the  Crafis  of  the  Hu- 
c  mours,  that  the  Blood,  which  juft  before 

*  flowed  very  liquid  upon  opening  the  Vein^ 

*  was  now  concreted  into  Grumi . 

‘  The  fame  was  done  by  Spt,  of  Nitre  and 
5  Salt,  except  that  the  Grumi  cohered  lefs 
4  together. 

‘  I  injected  into  the  Jugular  Vein  of  a  little 
c  Dog  two  Scruples  of Sacchar  Batumi ^  diffol- 

*  ved  in  half  an  Ounce  DecoSl.  Cor  tic.  Gr/inat. 


Immediately  his  Heart  began  to  faint,  fo  that 
putting  my  Hand  upon  the  Thorax^  I  could 
hardly  perceive  its  Pulfation  ;  the  Refpira- 
tion  difficult  and  Ihort ;  and,  being  after¬ 
wards  feized  with  Convulfions,  in  five  ML 
nutes  time  expired.  The  Jugular  and  Iliac 
Vein  being  opened,  the  Blood  flowed  part¬ 
ly  fluid,  pardy  grumofe,  and  tenacioufly 
concreted :  A  fort  of  Oil  fwam  on  the  top, 
which  alfoin  the  Tafte  refembled  Sacchar . 
Saturni .  The  Blood  was  lo  concreted  in 
the  Aorta,  that  it  almoft  became  fibrous. 
The  Lungs  were  filled  with  coagulated 
Blood,  and  in  feme  Places  alfo  inflamed. 
In  the  Heart  all  the  Blood  was  lo  concreted, 
that  it  feerned  to  grow  to  the  Columns  of  the 
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*  Into  the  Jugular  Vein  of  a  great  Dog  was 

*  injeded,  at  twice,  half  an  Ounce  of  Sanguis 
4  Draconis^  diflblved  in  warm  Water.  The 
4  Syjlole  of  the  Heart,  andRefpiration  quicker  $ 

*  afterwards  the  Dog  fell  down  dead  ludden- 
4  ly,  without  any  terrible  Symptom.  The 
4  Mufcles  were  in  a  little  time  feized  with 

*  .  .  ..  V  ' 

4  Spafms ,  fo  that  both  to  the  fight  and  touch, 

4  they  were  found  to  conftringe  and  relax 
4  themfelves  alternately.  Th e,  Jugular  Vein 
4  being  opened  towards  the  Head,  the  Blood 
4  flowed  out  fpumofe,  and  half  of  it  fepara- 
4  ted  into  Grumi.  The  Iliac  being  cut,  it 
4  was  wholly  concreted  into  a  folid  Mais,  and 
4  its  Parts  ftrongly  compacted,  as  if  Wax 
4  had  been  injeded,  accurately  anfwering  to 
4  the  Cavity  of  the  Vein,  the  {lender  Vefiels 
4  which  run  over  to  the  external  Coat  of  the 
4  Kidneys  very  confpicuous  to  the  Eye.  The 
4  Lungs  were  fweli’d  with  the  concreted 
4  Blood.  The  Heart  was  immoderately  dif- 
4  tended  with  Blood ;  which  in  the  right 
4  Ventricle  refembled  a  Jelly  in  thicknefs,  in 
4  the  left  it  was  more  firmly  concreted/ 

Dr.  Friend's  View  in  making  thefe  Experi¬ 
ments,  was  to  difcover  whatEff zCiAjlr  ingents 
had  upon  the  Blood,  in  which  Clafs  Acids 
are  properly  rank’d  :  And  feeing  that 
"Emetics ,  Cathartics ,  Diuretics ,  and 

many 
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many  other  Medicines,  have  the  fame  Effedls 
upon  Dogs  and  other  Animals,  as  upon  the 
human  Body ;  it  is  beyond  any  doubt  that 
Acids ,  and  Aftringents  concrete,  or  coagulate, 
human  Blood. 

He  made  Experiments  with  feveral  other 
Things,  in  order  to  inveftigate  the  true 
Nature  of  the  Blood,  thereby  to  be  enabled  to 
make  Advances  in  the  Art  of  Phyfic.  I  (hall 
recite  fome  to  my  Point. 

Page  182*  c  Having  mix’d  the  Blood  with 
€  Sp .  Vini  reft.  Feb .  12,  is  was  very  much 
‘  coagulated,  and  fizy,  like  Bird-Lime .  Feb . 

4  13.  it  refembled  Conferva  Cynojbat.  as 
€  well  in  Colour  as  Thicknefs.  The  fame 

*  was  exhibited  by  Sp.  Vini  Camph,  only  the 

*  Coagulnm  was  weaker.  The  fame  thing 

5  was  alfo  done  by  FinB.  Opij  cum  Sp.  Vini 
c  Camph  exiraBl 

Page  191.  ‘  Into  ihzjugular  Vein  of  aDog 
c  were  injected  with  a  Syringe, Sp.  ofWine  gij 
‘  After  half  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  his  Carcafe 

4  being  opened,  the  Blood  in  all  the  Veins  and 
1  Arteries  was  ftrongly  concreted  into  Grumi , 

5  which  Concretion  however  of  the  Blood  was 

*  more  compadt  in  the  Ventricles  of  the  Heart . 

*  Bohnius  takes  notice  of  this  Power  of  coa- 

*  gulating  in  Spirit  of  l Vine  3  therefore  he 

‘  made 
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1  made  ufe  of  it  externally,  in  flopping  Hs- 
c  morrhages,  with  very  good  Succefs  *. 

c  After  the  fame  manner  were  injected  the 
c  FinBures  extracted  with  Sp.  of  Wine,  of 
1  Saffron ,  for  in  fiance,  Caftor ,  Spec .  Diambr. 
1  Myrrh ,  &c.  by  all  which  indeed  the  Blood 

*  was  concreted,  but  differently  according  to 

*  the  various  Genus  of  the  FinBure.  For 

*  there  arofe  the  fame  Phenomena  from  the 

*  Injection  of  thefe  TinBures ,  as  we  have  be- 

*  fore  mentioned,  to  arife  from  their  Mix- 
c  ture  with  the  Blood/ 

Upon  the  whole  of  thefe  Experiments,  it  is 
clear  that  the  ultimate  Effedt  of  Acids  and 
Spirits ,  is  a  Coagulation  of  the  Blood,  which 
will  be  produced  to  a  greater  or  leffer  Degree, 
according  to  the  Degree  of  Elafticity  in 
the  Fibres for  if  thefe  have  a  great  Tenfity, 
the  Coagulation  may  at  laft  be  broke,  or  at¬ 
tenuated,  fo  as  to  render  the  Particles  of  the 
Blood  more  minute,  and  the  Complexion  more 
florid,  than  before  the  ufe  of  acidulated  Spi¬ 
rituous  Liquors ;  which  is  manifeftly  the 
Cafe  of  People  of  rigid  Fibres  in  Northern 
Climates,  who  not  having  ufed  acidulated 
Spirituous  Liquors ,  have  at  laft  accuftomed 
themfelves  pretty  much  to  them .  The  fame 
Argument  holds  as  to  Spirituous  Liquors 


without 
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without  Acids,  with  the  fame  Evidence,  and 
agrees  with  the  three  laft  Experiments. 

But  as  this  Coagulation  or  Stagnation  of 
the  Blood,  is  demonftrated  to  exift  naturally 
on  going  into  Southern  Climates,  Acids  and 
Spirits  are  to  be  look’d  upon  as  Poifons ;  for 
in  this  Cafe,  the  Coagulation  rnuft  be  excef- 
iively  ftrong  after  taking  of  Acids  ;  and  as  it 
is  demonftrated  that  the  force  of  the  Yreffe!s 
upon  the  Blood  is  greatly  diniinifhed,  the 
Coagulation  cannot  be  broke,  but  at  laft  rnuft 
neceflariiy  produce  a  total  Stagnation,  which 
is  Death . 

I  grant  that  a  moderate  ufe  of  Spirituous 
Liquors  which  are  not  very  ardent,  are  fer- 
viceable  in  Southern  Climates ;  for  their  Coa¬ 
gulation  of  the  Blood  will  not  exceed  the 
Proportion  of  the  Elafticity  of  the  Fibres ,  to 
attenuate  what  Coagulum  may  be  their  Ef- 
fe<ft,  which  is  in  reality  an  Attenuation  of  the 
Blood. 

Now,  if  it  (hould  be  faid  that  the  fame  Ar¬ 
gument  will  hold  in  favour  of  Acids ,  I  an- 
fwer,  that  Acids  are  much  more  aftringent 
and  coagulating  than  foft  Spirituous  Liquors , 
which  ought  only  to  be  tiled  in  this  Cafe, 
the  Coagulation  which  they  produce  being 
of  a  different  Genus  from  that  of  Acids  and 
Ardent  Spirits .  No  Advantage  can  be  ob- 

B  tained 


i8 


PHYSICAL 


tained  from  the  Aftringency  of  Acids ,  but  on 
the  contrary,  they  mu  ft  penn  up  a  Blood 
already  clodded,  See  page  3,  and  which 
much  overbalances  the  contra  dale  Force  of 
the  Solids ,  the  Equilibrium  being  loft  by 
means  of  a  Southern  At mofphere.  This  way 
of  reafoning  is  confirmed  by  Fads,  for  few  or 
none  live  that  go  from  Britain  to  the  Weft* 
Indies ,  who  drink  hard  :  The  Springs  of  their 
Solids  are  weakned  $  their  Blood,  therefore, 
grows  vifcid,  and  ftagnates  5  and  Spirits  in 
great  quantities  confirm  that  Stagnation. 

What  I  have  advanced  in  favour  of  a  mo¬ 
derate  ufe  of  proper  Spirituous  Liquor s>  agrees 
with  Obfervation ;  for  they  who  cautioufly 
ufe  them,  are  obferved  to  enjoy  Health  in  the 
Weft -Indies  5  and  if  they  are  not  drank  to  a 
degree  beyond  the  Elafticity  of  the  Fibres , 
muft  conduce  in  fome  meafure  to  attenuate 
the  Blood  ;  that  is,  if  the  Quantity  of  Blood 
overballanceth  not  the  Contradionof  the  Fi¬ 
bres  ;  in  a  word,  if  there  is  an  Equilibrium  ; 
If  not,  whatever  quantity  of  Spirituous  Li¬ 
quors  is  taken,  whether  foft  or  ardent,  there 
will  follow  a  Deprefiion  of  the  Pulfe,  and  Co¬ 
agulation  of  the  Blood,  in  proportion  to  the 
Quantity  and  Genus  of  the  Spirituous  Liquors 
taken. 


This 
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Thisreafoning agreesalfo  with  Dr.  Friend's', 
for  in  page  187  of  his  Emmemlogia ,  he  fays; 
Spirit  of  Wine  it felf  contains  in  it  thofe  Par¬ 
ticles,  which  are  eajiiy  convertible  into  Animal 
Spirits  y  and  is  very  plain  jrom  that  jiidden  Re 
frejkment  upon  taking  the/e  Spirits.  There 
fore,  People  of  a  rigid  Fibre  enough  to  brea  . 
the  Coagulum,  may  drink  a  moderate  quan  ¬ 
tity  of  Spirits  of  Wine  without  any  diluting 
Liquor  :  But  this  muft  not  be  done  where 
the  Equilibrium  is  loft,  which  is  demonftra- 
ted  to  be  the  cafe  on  going  from  Britain  to 
the  Weft- Indies. 

From  the  Phenomena  arifing  upon  the 
foregoing  Experiments  with  Acids  and  Spi¬ 
rits ,  it  is  evident  that  a  Rarefaction  or  Diffo- 
lution  of  the  Blood,  preceded  the  ftrong  Co¬ 
agulation  or  Concretion. 

Therefore,  ’twould  feem  obvious,  as  Bri¬ 
tons  are  conftantly  failing  into  hotter  and 
hotter  Atmofpheres,  on  going  from  their  Na¬ 
tive  Country  to  the  Weft -Indies,  that  their 
Blood  is  in  fome  degree  of  Ebulition,  which 
muft  conduce  to  a  Difloiution ;  confequently, 
will  readily  coagulate  by  drinking  Acids  or 
Spirits ,  or  any  thing  of  a  coagulating  Na¬ 
ture. 

Analogus  to  this  State  of  the  Blood,  on 
going  from  cold  into  hot  Atmofpheres,  is  the 

B  2  Difpolitioii 
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Difpofition  in  Milk  to  curdle  much  more 
after  being  heated  or  boiled  over  a  Fire  than 
before ;  which  is  fhewn  in  the  making  of 
SackJVhey:  The  Ebulition  over  the  Fire  ha¬ 
ving  produced  a  Diffolution  of  the  Particles  of 
the  Milk,  it  coagulates  on  pouring  Wine  into 
the  Veffel,  and  this  coagulating  or  curdling 
would  be  much  ftronger,  if  Acids  or  Ardent 
Spirits  were  ufed  in  (lead  of  Wine. 

The  heavy  clodded  Blood  produced  by  the 
Sun’s  Heat,  as  this  Coagulation  of  Milk  is 
by  Fire,  cannot  pafs  thro’  the  Diameters  of 
many  of  the  Veflels  of  the  Body  as  before, 
when  of  an  uniform  Confidence,  and  when 
it  had  a  proper  degree  of  Fluidity;  therefore 
it  mud  necefiarily  ftagnate,  and  in  what  de¬ 
gree  -that  is,  Death  will  approach  fooner  or 
later. 

It  is  very  obfervable,  that  the  Bodies  of  the 
Defund:  in  this  Fever,  have  black,  yellow, 
and  livid  Spots,  which  are  plain  Indications 
of  the  broken  coagulated  State  of  the  Blood, 
Th z  yellow  Tinge  over  all  the  Skin  in  many 
Patients  labouring  under  this  Fever,  whence 
it  is  filled  the  Yellow  Fever ,  (hews  how  the 
ftveral  Fluids  that  conftitute  the  Mafs  of 
Blood,  are  broken  and  feparated  from  one  ano¬ 
ther  ;  which  in  fa 61  is  a  Diffolution  and  Co¬ 
agulation  of  the  Blood, 


% 
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If  Acids  then  are  diametrically  oppofite  to 
the  Cure  of  this  mortal  epidemic  Fever,  and 
inftead  of  being  a  means  to  prevent  it,  mud: 
bring  it  on ;  it  follows,  that  all  refrigerating 
Medicines  are  very  improper;  for  every  thing 
of  that  kind  Magnates  the  Blood:  The  Ex¬ 
periment  with  two  Scruples  of  Sacchar  Ba¬ 
tumi  >  page  13,  plainly  (hews  this. 

Therefore,  Sal  Prunella ,  Nitre,  Saljovis , 
Spt.  Salis ,  Sal.  Armon .  crud.  and  all  fuch 
kind  of  things  which  allay  Motion,  as  well 
as  all  Acids,  are  to  be  avoided  as  Foijon  in  this 
Fever;  and  fince  it  has  been  demonftrated 
that  Spirituous  Liquors ,  which  excite  Motion, 
are  productive  of  ill  Effects,  becaufe  their 
final  EffeCt  is  a  Coagulation  of  the  Blood,  the 
Queftion  arifes,  what  Medicine  or  Medicines 
mull  then  do  the  Bufinefs,  either  to  prevent 
or  cure  it  ? 

In  order  to  proceed  regularly,  I  (hall  firft 
fet  forth  what  appears  to  me  the  mod  ratio¬ 
nal  Methods  to  prevent  it.  It  has  been  de¬ 
mon  ftrated  that  a  Relaxation  of  the  Fibres 
has  a  great  fhare  in  its  Production,  and  as 
that  depends  on  a  Caufe  continually  exifling, 
viz .  the  Atmofpbere ,  it  is  unavoidable:  The 
Talk  then  is,  to  remove  the  ill  EffeCt  of  the 
Laxity,  viz.  a  heavy  clodded  Blood. 

B  3 
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For  this  end,  Blood  muft  be  taken  awav, 
to  obtain  an  Equilibrium  between  its  Re¬ 
fill  a  nee  and  the  loft  Elafticity  of  the  So¬ 
lids. 

To  endeavour  to  brace  the  Fibres  is  quite 
•  abfurd  in  this  Cafe,  the  Laxity  proceeding 
from  an  unavoidable  Caufe:  The  ufe  of  Af- 
mngents,  fuch  as  Cortex  Peruvianus ,  or  San¬ 
guis  Draconis ,  to  prevent  or  recover  the  Lax¬ 
ity,  would  produce  Death,  as  appears  by  the 
Experiment,  page  14.  The  Laxity  is  due, 
or  natural,  to  Southern  Climates.  Nature 
will  be  Nature ;  and  if  you  thwart  her,  fome 
-  ,11  Confequence  will  follow. 

Therefore,  I  advife  that  twelve  Ounces  of 
Blood  be  taken  from  every  Man  going  to 
the  Weft-Indies  from  Britain,  about  the  La¬ 
titude  of  forty  Degrees ;  fix  Ounces,  in  or 
near  30  Degrees  of  Latitude;  and  twelve 
Ounces  more  when  he  gets  there.  As  there 
are  Iflands  lying  in  different  Latitudes,  and  as 
the  time  of  Voyages  is  uncertain,  Difcretion 
is  to  be  ufed  in  Bleeding  ;  for  on  a  quick 
Voyage  to  fome  iflands  there  moft  North- 
Ward,  twice  Bleeding  will  be fufficient,  which 
may  be  repeated  14  Days  after  arriving. 

And  again,  this  Rule  in  Bleeding  cannot 
be  fo  general  as  not  to  be  excepted  againft  ; 

for  to  thofe  of  a  remarkable  lax  Fibre,  once 
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Bleeding,  to  the  quantity  of  ten  Ounces,  in  or 
about  the  Latitude  of  30  Degrees,  will  be 
fuflicient.  This  will  depend  on  a  Phylician’s 
Advice  in  Britain ,  who  can  diftinguifh  be¬ 
tween  a  lax  and  tenje  Fibre ,  to  the  Perfon 
who  is  going  to  the  Weft-Indies :  Indeed,  no 
Surgeon  fhould  be  admitted  to  a  Ship  who 
cannot  make  this  Diflindlion  in  a  human 
Body. 

The  Night  after  Bleeding,  forty  Grains  of 
the  following  Powder  are  to  be  taken  going 
to  Bed. 

Take  Senekka  Rattle- Snake  RdGt  redu¬ 
ced  to  a  fine  Powder,  and  common  Cinnabar 
of  Antimony  prepared,  of  each  equal  weight : 
Let  them  be  intimately  blended  together 
for  feveral  hours  in  a  Marble  Mortar  with  a 
heavy  Peftle  5  then  put  it  up  in  Bottles  clofe 
ftopt  for  ufe. 

B  4  A 

*  This  Root  is  of  more  extenfive  Ufe,  and  has  a  greater 
Efficacy  than  any  Medicine  in  the  Materia  Medica  :  It  con- 
fills  of  very  volatile,  pervading,  faponaceous  Parts :  Its  Ope¬ 
rations  are  different  according  to  the  Confiitution  or  Na¬ 
ture  of  the  Difeafe,  being  either  Cathartic ,  Sudorific ,  Diu¬ 
retic,  or  Emetic',  lometimesit  has  all  thefe  Operations,  at 
other  times  none  of  them,  tho’  it  cures  the  Patient  then  as 
foon  when  it  operates  all  thefe  ways,  or  by  one  or  two  of 
them.  However,  the  moil  certain  Operation  it  has,  is  by 
Urine,  feldoin  Tiling  to  produce  therein  a  Sediment  of  a 
Brick  dull  Colour.  It  cures  every  Genus  of  Pleuritic  and 
P eripneumonic  Fevers,  and  has  a  good  effedt  in  all  their  differ* 

cut 
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A  little  clarified  Honey,  or  common  Sy¬ 
rup,  is  the  beft  Vehicle  to  take  it  in  \  Wine , 
Water,  or  Small  Beer ,  being  improper,  becaufe 
cf  the  Weight  of  the  Cinnabar  of  Antimony . 

This 

ent  Stages,  which  (hews  the  great  Miflake  the  Learned  in 
Phyfic  have  run  into  concerning  theNature  of  thefe  Difeafes  ; 
nor  is  it  lets  efficiacious  in  Tertian  and  Quartan  Agues,  that 
Species  ofa  Dropjy  called  an  Anafarca ,  in  the  Rheumatifm , 
Nervous  Difordcrs,  fuch  as  Apoplexies ,  in  Ajibmatic  Cajes,  it  is 
afurprizing  Medicine,  and  greatly  relieves  the  Gout. 

I  can  with  great  T  ruth  affirm,  that  feveral  thoufand  Peo¬ 
ple  are  now  Yearly  faved  by  it  in  the  American  Colonies, 
which  died  of  the  Annual  Epidemic  Fever,  before  I  difeovered 
and  freely  published  its  Efficacy,  which  grows  there  in 
fuch  plenty,  as  to  be  bought  for  one  Shilling  per  Pound, 
and  that  is  a  Quantity  fufficient  to  cure  above  twelve 
Patients  in  that  mortal  Cafe  ;  in  endeavouring  to  cure  which 
the  Phyficians  and  Pra&itioners  with  their  Methods,  loft 
about  two  thirds  of  their  Patients,  when  now  any  poor  Planter 
or  Negro  Slave  can  pra&ife  with  it  in  that  Cafe  ;  and  it  ap 
pears  that  not  above  two  or  three  in  one  hundred  die  under 
fuch  Adminiftration,  a  Decodiion  of  the  Root  and  prope" 
Bleeding  being  the  whole  Prefcription  that  aniwers  fuch  an 
important  end. 

Hence  appears  the  great  Advantage  cf  holding  Quad 
Prafiices  and  fecret  Medicines  in  contempt;  for,  had  l  kep- 
fuch  a  ufeful  Medicine  fecret  for  the  fake  of  private  In  ter  ell, 
only  part  o f  Virginia,  the  Colony  where -1  refided,  could  have 
had  it  from  me  ;  but  as  I  conduced  myfelf  by  repeated  prin¬ 
ted  Publications  throughout  America ,  all  the  Colonies  there 
have  fo  great  a  Benefit.  How  hard-hearted  and  inhuman 
fhould  I  have  been,  when  in  my  power  to  give  Life  (under- 
God,)  to  fo  many  Yearly,  by  publifning  the  virtue  ofa  Plant 
fo  cafily  to  be  had,  to  vvithold  doing  fo  good  an  Office,  thro' 
a  millruft  of  Man’s  Gratitude  ,  or  to  make  fare  of  a  large  Sum 
of  Money. 

But 
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This  Dofe  mud  be  repeated  every  other 
Night  for  three  Months,  whatever  appear¬ 
ance  there  is  of  a  good  State  of  Health.  The 
Operation  is  different  according  to  the  Con- 
ftitution  of  the  Patient,  being  Diaphoretic t 
Diuretic ,  Cathartic ,  and  fometimes  Emetic  • 
and  in  fome  Conftitutions,  it  has  none  of 
thefe  Operations,  except  Diuretic ,  in  which 

^  I  U  it 

But  fuch  has  been  the  Confluences  of  my  Condudt  in  that 
Cafe,  from  Envy,  Ignorance ,  Ingratitude  and  Self  Intereji,  as 
well  on  the  fide  of  others  as  the  Phyficians  in  London ,  whofe 
Friendfnip  I  expedit'd  as  Men  of  Honour ,  Learning ,  and  Hu¬ 
manity  ;  that  I  may  well  fay,  the  Man  is  a  Fool  to  himfelf  in 
this  World  who  deals  fairly  with  his  Fellow  Creatures,  tho* 
with  refpedt  to  God,  his  Conference  and  a  future  State,  I  am 
perfwaded  he  is  obferving  the  belt  Steps  by  a  fair  Condudt. 

Notwitnftanding  there  are  many  Initances  of  the  Efficacy  of 
this  Root  in  London,  fuperior  to  any  Medicine  in  the  Materia 
Medica :  Notwithilanding  fuch  a  general  good  done  by  the 
publilhing  it  in  America ;  and  notwithllanding  the  virulent 
Declarations  of  the  Phyficians  againit  Quacks  and  Secret  Me¬ 
dicines  ;  1  have  been  treated  with  the  molt  vile  Ingratitudej 
both  by  the  People  and  Legiflature  of  the  Country  I  ferved 
in  fuch  an  Important  Point,  and  have  received  Ufageand  Ne¬ 
glect  from  the  Phyficians  quite  inconfiltent  with  their  Decla¬ 
rations  aforefaid ;  Treatment  very  contrary  to  the  molt  folid 
Rules  for  the  Improvement  of  the  Art  of  Phyfic,  and  a  Com¬ 
pliance  with  Humanity. 

Such  a  Condudt  and  Negledt  as  they  have  fhewn  in  this 
Cafe,  Could  only  be  expedted  from  Men  who  would  eclipfe 
the  molt  ufeful  Truths  to  the  World  in  general,  in  order  to 
put  Money  in  their  own  private  Pockets  ;  not  from  Men  of 
Honour,  Gratitude,  or  learned  and  candid  Phyficians. 

Particular  Things  truly  fet  forth  in  my  Vhyjical  Dijftrta- 
tions,  will  amply  juftify  what  I  have  hsre  obferved. 
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it  feldomor  never  fails,  mere  orlefs,as  appears 
by  an  uncommon  Sediment  in  the  Urine. 

The  Powder  may  be  made  into  an  Elec¬ 
tuary  with  clarified  Honey,  and  kept  in  rea- 
dinefs,  of  which  a  Dram  may  be  given  or 
rather  more,  being  then  proportionable  to 
forty  Grains  of  the  Powder.  This  I  appre¬ 
hend  will  be  the  mod  convenient  way  for  the 
Sailors  to  take  it  on  board,  wafhing  it  down 
with  a  little  Water  or  Small-Beer.  Thole  it 
incommodes  at  firft  taking,  either  by  its  Ca¬ 
thartic  or  Emetic  Operation,  which  can  hap¬ 
pen  only  to  particular  Conftitutions,  perhaps 
not  to  one  in  a  hundred,  are  to  diminifh  the 
next  Dofe,  and  gradually  advance  to  the 
whole  quantity  5  and  in  a  fhort  time,  it  will 
have  no  fenfible  Operation,  even  in  thefe  par¬ 
ticular  Conftitutions,  and  with  Conftitutions 
in  general,  will  have  no  very  fenfible  Bffedt, 
even  at  the  beginning. 

I  alfo  recommend  a  Vomit  to  every  Per- 
fen  after  the  feventh  Dofe  of  the  Powder  or 
Elefluary,  notwithftanding  they  may  have 
had  copious  Vomiting  in  the  beginning  of 
the  V  oyage  from  the  motion  of  the  Ship,  (but 
this  feldom  is  the  cafe  of  Sailors)  becaufe  that 
will  diflodge  any  Cohrefions  of  the  Blood  that 
may  be  lurking  in  the  Extremities  of  the  Veflels, 
near  the  noble  Parts,  notwithftanding  the  pre¬ 
ceding 


E  N  I  R  I  E  S.  z7 

ceding  Bleeding  and  feven  Dofes;  and  being 
thusputon  float  in  theMafs  of  Blood,  will  foon 
be  attenuated  by  the  Continuance  of  ihz  Pow¬ 
der  cr  Electuary.  The  V omit  l  recommend  in 
this  Cafe,  is  the  following  Powder. 

Take  Ipecacuana ,  and  Senekka  Rattle 
Snake  Root  in  fine  Powder,  of  each  one 
Pound  ;  blend  them  well  together  for  an 
Hour  in  a  Marble  Mortar,  with  an  heavy  Pe- 
ftle  :  Then  pour  on  the  Powder,  an  Ounce 
and  an  half  of  the  befl:  Emetic  Tartar ,  quite 
diffolved  in  ten  or  twelve  Ounces  of  boiling 
River  Water.  Let  all  be  well  blended  with 
a  ftrong  hand,  for  two  hours ;  put  the  Mafs 
into  a  Pot  clofe  ftopt  for  four  Days,  then  take 
it  out,  and  lay  it  in  an  open  Room  where 
there  is  a  moderate  Fire,  at  a  diftance  from  it 
till  quite  dry,  then  rub  it  to  a  fine  Powder, 
for  half  an  hour  in  the  fame  Mortar,  and  put 
it  into  clofe-fiopt  Bottles  for  ufe. 

The  Dofe  of  this  Powder  is  forty  Grains ; 
fome  Conftitutions  may  require  more,  fome 
lefs:  It  is  to  be  worked  off  with  warm  Wa¬ 
ter,  as  other  Vomits. 

Such  is  the  infinuating  pervading  Property 
of  the  Medicines  prefcribed  in  the  aforefaid 
Method,  that  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  by  a 
due  compliance  therewith,  nine  People  in  ten 

that  have  been  obferved  to  die  on  going  to,  or 

foon 
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foon  after  arriving  in  the  Weft  Andies,  will 
now  be  faved ;  provided  that  a  proper  Care  be 
taken  againft  drinking  of  ardent  Spirituous 
Liquors ,  or  Acids. 

As  lome  People  can  neither  well  take  a 
Powder  nor  Elettuary ,  the  following  Pills 
will  anfwer  the  fame  end. 

Take  the  Extradt  of  Senekka  Rattle  Snake 
Root ,  four  Ounces,  common  Cinnabar  of  An- 
timony  prepared,  eight  Ounces ;  mix  them 
for  a  long  time  with  a  little  common  Syrup 
to  the  Confidence  of  a  Pill  :  The  Dofe  is 
thirty  Grains,  divided  into  a  greater  or  lefler 
number  of  Pills,  as  the  Party  likes  bed,  wafh- 
ing  them  down  with  a  Glafs  of  Wine,  or 
common  drink. 

I  (hall  next  give  the  general  Method  of 
Cure  when  the  Epidemic  Fever  attacks,  not- 
withdanding  all  Care  has  been  taken  to  pre¬ 
vent  it. 

Fird,  let  the  Emetic  Powder  before  pre- 
fcribed  be  given,  and  in  three  hours  after  give 
this  Bolus.  Take  the  Extradl  of  Senekka 
Rattle  Snake  Root ,  14  Grains,  the  Extradt  of 
Wild  Valerian  Root ,  eight  Grains,  Camphire 
4  Grains,  Cinnabar  (made  with  the  Butter)  of 
Antimony ,  to  Grains,  Salt  of  Amber  one  Grain, 
mix  into  'a  Bolus  with  common  Syrup.  This 

mud  be,  repeated  every  fourth  hour  till  the 

Symptoms 
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Symptoms  abate,  giving  for  ordinary  drink, 
Cinquefoil  cTeai  fweetened  with  Sugar,  but  no 
other  ordinary  Drink. 

Bleeding  is  to  be  performed  at  the  firft 
Attack  of  theDifeafe,  tho’it  has  been  complied 
with  three  times,  as  before  directed  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  Fever  3  but  not  more  than  once  in 
this  Cafe. 

But  thofe  Patients  who  have  not  obferved 
the  Method  for  Prevention,  are  to  be  let  Blood 
twice,  thrice,  or  four  times,  twelve  Ounces  at 
a  time,  or  more,  at  eight  Hours  diftance : 
No  time  mu  ft  be  loft  in  this  Fever,  for  the 
Termination  into  Life  or  Death  is,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  third  or  fourth  Day.  Tho’  fuch 
copious  Bleeding  is  requifite  with  Conftitu- 
tions  in  general,  yet  there  are  particular  Ha¬ 
bits  that  cannot  bear  it ;  it  mull  therefore  en¬ 
tirely  depend  on  the  Judgment  of  the  Phy- 
fician,  or  Practitioner,  to  diftinguifh  fuch  a 
fingular  Habit. 

If  the  Patient  is  coftive,  give  the  following 
Glyfter. 

Take  Senekka  Rattle  Snake  Rooti  reduced 
to  a  grofs  Powder,  an  Ounce  3  boil  it  in  a 
Pint  and  an  half  of  River  or  Spring  Water  to 
a  Pint,  then  ftrain  off  and  adminifter  ;  which 
may  be  repeated  till  a  Paflage  is  obtained. 

As 
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As  the  Exhibition  of  Glyfters  is  inconve¬ 
nient  at  Sea,  three  Spoonfuls  of  a  Decodion 
of  the  fame  Root,  generally  fpeaking,  will 
operate  once  or  twice  by  Stool ;  but  then  it 
mud  be  ftronger  than  that  for  the  Glyfter : 
Three  Ounces  of  the  Root  reduced  to  a  grofs 
Powder  mud  be  boiled  in  a  Quart  of  River 
or  Spring  Water,  till  near  half  is  evaporated  ; 
then  drain  off  for  ufe. 

This  Decodion  will  not  only  open  the 
Body,  but  will  conduce  in  a  great  degree,  to 
the  cure  of  the  Fever  :  Pleuritic  and  Peri- 
pneumonic  Fevers  are  cured  by  it  alone,  with 
proper  Bleeding,  it  being  a  mojl  Jubtle  Atte- 
nuant ;  and  I  am  certain  that  in  the  length 
of  time  it  will  be  the  chief  thing  ufed  in  the 
JVeJi-India  epidemic  Fever ,  without  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  thefe  Medicines  mixed  with  the  Ex- 
trad  thereof,  which  are  ineffectual  by  them- 
lelves,  tho’  fuccefsful  with  it. 

When  the  Decodion  is  truded  to  alone  in 
this  Fever,  a  Spoonful  and  an  half  mud  be 
given  every  three  hours,  or  half  a  Spoonful 
every  hour,  where  the  Stomach  cannot  bear 
more  at  once  :  I  am  perfuaded  from  nume¬ 
rous  Indances  of  the  powerful  Efficacy  of  this 
Deccdion,  that  it  will  prove  fuccefsful  with¬ 
out  the  Addition  of  other  Medicines ;  there¬ 
fore  the  Cure  of  the  Patient  will  be  more 

convenient, 
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convenient,  and  lefs  expen  five,  with  th e  Decoc¬ 
tion,  than  with  the  Bolus  of  the  Extract  of  the 
Root ,  for  the  Cinnabar  of  Antimony  (made 
with  the  Butter)  is  a  dear  Medicine.  But  ne- 
verthelefs,  ’dsquite  requifite  to  have  at  hand 
that  and  all  the  other  Medicines  I  have  pre¬ 
ferred,  for  this  Malignant  Fever :  For  there 
can  no  Method  be  fo  univerfallv  fuccefsful, 
as  not  to  fail  in  fome  Cafes :  And  what  is  fo 
valuable  upon  this  Earth  as  Life  ? 

I  have  fufficiently  (hewn  the  Impropriety 
of  Acids  and  refrigerating  Medicines ,  in  this 
Fever ,  which  I  knew  are  commonly  given  ; 
and  as  Blifters  are  much  efteem’d  inPradice, 
it  is  requifite  to  obferve,  that  whatever  fiimu- 
lating  Property  they  have,  whereby  it  is  fup- 
pofed  that  the  Blood’s  Cohasfions  are  broke, 
an  Inconvenience  arifes  from  their  drawing 
off  the  Serum. 

This  certainly  is  the  Cafe  ;  for,  why  dofo 
many  Patients  go  to  Eternity  with  a  Shrowd 
of  Blifler  Plaijler  about  them?  If  Blifters 
were  adapted  to  the  Cure  of  this  Fever ,  the 
Succefs  with  them  would  be  greater.  It  may 
be  anfwered,  that  feveral  Patients  do  well 
with  Blifters .  To  this  I  reply,  many  Patients 
do  well  after  taking  White  Arfenic ,  and  other 
ftrong  Poifons,  Surely  in  the  Nature  of 
Things,  there  is  a  Cure  for  this  Malignant 
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Fever ,  as  certain  as  the  Pervian  Bark  is  for 
Intermitting  Fevers :  And  I  am  apt  to  think 
Experience  will  (hew  that  I  have  hit 
upon  it. 

I  doubt  that  the  Effects  of  Blijlers  are 
not  rightly  known,  and  that  whatever  {Emu¬ 
lating  Property  they  have,  they  produce  fome 
iort  of  Coagulation  in  the  Blood,  inconfiftent 
with  the  Cure  of  the  Malignant  Fever  of  the 
Weft -  Indies  *.  T  heP olatile  Salt  of  Cantharides 
was  made  by  my  delire  at  Mr.  Cluttons  Ela- 
boratory  in  Holbourn ,  of  which  I  have  lately 
had  fome  Experience. 

I  (hall  next  take  notice  of  the  effedt  of 
Venice  Preach  in  this  Malignant  Fever ,  for  I 
heard  it  was  a  general  Medicine  (with  Acids 
and  Blijiers)  among  the  Troops  and  Sailors 
when  invaded  with  it,  in  the  late  fatal 
Expedition  to  America.  It  is  demonftrated 
that  the  Wade  of  the  Fluid  Parts  of  the 
Blood  bv  Perlpiration,  has  a  (hare  in  produc¬ 
ing  this  Fever,  andfince  there  is  no  Competition 
or  Simple  in  the  Difpenfatories  that  operates 
by  Sweat,  but  leaves  the  Blood  more  vifcid 
after  the  Operation,  Venice  Preacle  was  a  - 
bove  all  Things  to  be  avoided  as  Death  ;  for 
tho’  the  Opium  therein  at  fir  ft  rarefies  and 

diffolves 

*  See  Se£t  IX.  of  my  Fhyfical  Di/Jertations ,  where  this 

Subject  is  handled. 
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diffolves  the  Blood,  yet  it  ultimately  Magnates 
t:  There  is  nothing  better  known  than  the 
incraffating  and  ftagnating  Property  of  Opi -* 
nm ,  after  it  has  rarefied  the  Blood 

Therefore,  Venice  treacle  was  improper  as 
well  as  Acids .  No  Medicine  that  operates 
by  Sweat,  till  it  has  intimately  pervaded  the 
Blood,  fhould  be  given  in  this  Fever ;  for  the 
Caufe  thereof,  viz,  an  heavy  clodded  Blood ,  is 
confirmed  inftead  of  removed,  by  Sweats 
wanting  that  pervading  Property,  which  is  in 
the  Bolus  prefcribed  page  28,  by  means  of 
the  Senekka  Rattle  Snake  Root . 

The  Fever\  in  this  Cafe,  by  which  is  un. 
derftood  the  RarefaBion  of  the  Blood ,  is  the 
Effort  of  Nature  to  attenuate  it,  that 
the  putrid  Humours,  which  for  fome  time 
have  been  generating,  and  pent  up  in  it,  may 
be  feparated  and  flung  off  by  fome  of  the 
Evacuations :  Now  thofe  by  Stool  and  Urine 
are  the  mod  proper,  unlefs  Medicines  which 
fweat  would  attenuate  the  Blood  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  hinder  the  Coagulation  after¬ 
wards.  Therefore,  fince  it  appears  that  the 
Medicines  prefcribed,  not  only  operate  by 
Stool  and  Urine,  but  by  Sweat ,  in  fuch  a  per*# 
vading  manner  as  to  prevent  the  Blood's  Co¬ 
agulation  afterwards,  which  is  a  Confequenc© 
of  other  Sweats ,  nothing  is  clearer  than  that 

C  v  jba 

*  See  Sid  VIII.  of  my  Phjfica l Differ tathn si 
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the  Method  of  Cure  is  well  adapted  to  the' 
Difeafe;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  as  before  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  Peruvian  Bark  is  not  a  more 
certain  Remedy  in  an  Intermitting  Fever , 
than  the  Method  of  Cure  I  have  laid  down 
will  be  in  the  Malignant  Fever  of  the  Weft* 
Indies ;  *  which  I  heartily  wifh,  for  the  Bene¬ 
fit  of  my  Fellow-Creatures. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  Sedlion  with  a  few 
Obfervations  that  may  be  ufeful,  which  will 
ferve  to  evince  the  Certainty  of  my  reafoning 
concerning  the  Nature  of  this  Fever.  It  is 
obfervable  that  Women  are  feldom  invaded 
with  it ;  which  is  owing  to  two  reafons,  i. 
They  have  naturally  a  lax  Fibre.  2.  They 
have  the  Benefit  of  the  menftrual  Difcharges* 
Here  I  refer  to  Pages  4,  5, 6,  where  is fhe  wn  the 
reafon  why  Men  of  a  lax  Fibre  are  much  lefs 
liable  to  this  Fever ,  than  thofe  of  a  tenfe  Fibres 
and  I  refer  to  page  22,  where  I  have  demon- 
ftrated  the  neceflity  of  Bleeding,  in  order  to 
recover  the  Equilibrium  between  the  Contrac¬ 
tion 

*  If  Orders  had  been  fent  from  London  to  the  Governor  of 
Virginia ,  or  of  any  of  the  adjacent  Colonies,  to  have  ordered 
a  number  of  People  to  gather  feveral  Hcgfheads  of  the  Se¬ 
ne  kka  Prattle  Snake  Root ,  to  be  fent  to  the  Fleet  and  Army  in 
the  Wejl  Indies ,  many  Lives  would  have  been  thereby  faved* 
Had  but  two  Battalions  of  Men  been  faved,  fudi  a  Number 
under  icveral  Circumftances  of  War,  could  have  done  impor¬ 
tant  Services.^ 


tion  of  the  Solids  and  Reftftanceof  the  Fluids , 
which  Women  require  not,  having  a  natural 
Evacuation. 

Tho’  a  Purging  fhould  attend  Patients,  it 
is  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  Difeafe,  being  no 
other  than  an  Indication  of  Nature,  and  re¬ 
quires  one’s  Attention  only  as  Symptomatic. 
As  the  Fever  indicates  the  heavy  clodded  State 
of  the  Blood ,  and  that  Medicines  are  wanted 
k  to  accelerate  or  increafe  its  Motion  ;  fo  does 
the  Purging  indicate,  that  there  fhould  be  Eva¬ 
cuation  by  Stool :  But  Bleeding  mu  ft  fir  ft  be 
performed  for  Reafons  before  affigned,  and 
the  Medicine  which  is  to  evacuate  by  Stool, 
Urine,  or  Sweat,  muft  be  fuch  as  fir  ft  per¬ 
vades  the  Blood,  and  next  keeps  up  the  Rarefac¬ 
tion;  for  unlefs  this  is  done,  Nature’s  Effort 
will  be  baffled. 

Relative  to  this  State  of  the  Blood,  is  the 
Fermentation  of  Malt  Liquor ,  which  if  kept 
up  to  its  proper  Degree  of  Working  or  Fer¬ 
mentation,  it  will  become  fine,  and  the  Faces 
or  Dregs  will  Jubfide  ;  but  if  check’d  in  the 
working,  the  Liquor  will  lofeits  Motion,  and 
|  quite  deaden. 

In  the  fame  manner  will  the  Blood  ftag- 
nate,  and  retain  the  morbid  Humours,  which 
is  Death ,  if  Acids  and  coagulating  things  are 
given.  And  I  am  lorry  to  know  that  the 
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Pra&ice  in  the  Fleet  and  Army  abroad,  waS 
no  better. 

It  was  confirmed  that  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Lord  Cat  he  art  died  of  a  Bloody  Flux  in  the 
Bay  of  Dominica ,  after  fourteen  Days  Illnefs. 
But  I  have  all  the  Reaforvjfo  conclude,  that 
had  the  Method  of  Bleeding,  in  page  22, 
been  obferved  in  the  feveral  Latitudes,  that 
Flux  would  not  have  attacked  him.  His 
Cafe  was  thus : 

FI  is  Fibres  being  rigid,  became  greatly  re¬ 
laxed  in  that  hot  Latitude,  and  fo  diften- 
ded  with  Blood,  that  the  Veffels  broke  and 
formed  a  Bloody  Flux ,  which  was  (till  of  a 
more  dangerous  kind,  if  he  had  made  ufe  of 
Acids  much  on  his  Voyage  from  Britain  $ 
and'  as  Vinegar  was  recommended  by  the 
Phyjicians ,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  he  ufed 
Acids :  Whence  it  may  in  a  probable  way  of 
reafoning  be  faid,  that  Acids  was  one  Caufe 
of  the  Lofs  of  Carthagena ;  but  if  they  had 
no  fhare  in  his  Lordflhip’s  Death,  in  the  fame 
way  of  reafoning  it  may  be  faid,  that  not 
ufing  a  Lancet  prevented  the  taking  that  im¬ 
portant  Place. 

I  think  it  may  bejuftly  obferved,  upon  the 
whole  of  the  Medical  Advice  given  on  occa- 
fion  of  that  Expedition,  that  Acids ,  or  the 
want  ol  proper  Methods  to  prevent  or  cure  the 

contagious 
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contagious  Diftemper,  were  as  fatal  to  the  Eng- 
lip  as  the  Cannon  Bullets  of  Fort  St. Lazar e. 

They  who  are  inured  to  the  American 
Climate ,  (for  in  fuch  there  is  an  Equilibrium 
between  the  Contraction  of  the  Solids  and  Re- 
fiftance  of  the  Fluids)  may  ufe  Acids  in  mo¬ 
deration  ;  for  their  Blood  is  not  vitiated,  tho’, 
by  the  Heat  of  the  Sun,  Anger ,  violent  Exer - 
cife ,  or  drinking  Spirituous  Liquors',  they  may 
have  that  kind  of  Fever  which  Dr.  Pitcairn 
Riles  Legitimate ,  *  in  which  Cafe  he  fup- 
pofes  the  Blood  no  wife  vitiated,  but  rarefied 
only ;  and  that,  therefore,  the  Cure  of  that 
Species  of  Fever  entirely  confifts  in  abating 
the  Blood's  increafed  Motion  or  Rarefaction. 
In  fuch  a  Cafe,  there  are  no  pent-up  Humours 
which  fhould  be  feparated  from  the  Blood, 
and  flung  off  by  forne  of  the  EvacuationSj 
nor  is  there  any  Vifcidity  or  Tendency  to  a 
Stagnation  of  the  Blood,  that  requires  Subtile 
Attenuants. 

It  muft  neverthelefs  be  carefully  obferv’d, 
not  to  drink  Acids  very  copioufly  even  in  this 
Simple  Fever ;  for,  fuch  a  jlrong  Coagulum 
will  thereby  be  produced,  as  to  vitiate  the 
Texture  of  the  Blood. 

Befides,  tho’  a  Fever  may  originally  be 

Ample,  its  Continuance  above  two  Days,  tho’ 

C  3  no 

*  See  his  Elements  of  Phyjic:  Of  Fevers. 
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no  Acids  are  given,  will  produce  a Tranflation 
to  fome  degree  of  Malignancy ;  in  which 
Gafe,  I  have  demonflrated  the  Impropriety 
of  Acids  and  all  refrigerating  Medicines. 

Therefore,  Acids  are  to  be  cautioufly  ufed 
in  a  legitimate  or  Jtmple  Fever ,  even  by  them 
that  are  inured  to  Southern  Climates. 

From  what  appears  plainly  demonftrated 
of  the  unavoidable  Caufe  of  this  mortal  Dif- 
eafe,  epidemic  among  Northern  Foreigners, 
this  Quefiion  naturally  arifes :  What  Ad¬ 
vantage  will  proceed  from  the  Contrivance  of 
emitting  Air  into  all  parts  of  a  Ship,  by 
means  of  Fire  in  the  Cook-Room  ?  Is  not  the 
Air,  which  the  Sailors  breathe  in,  theCaufe  oi 
the  Difeafe  ? 

It  is  a  Grange  thing  that,  after  the  many 
Difafters  for  want  of  folid  Enquiry,  fuch  an 
ufclefs  Invention  fhould  be  the  refult  of  the 
Thoughts  of  learned  Men !  What  mighty 
Fuff's  there  were  in  the  News  Papers  about- 
this  Invention  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Fleet,  and 
things  faid  of  a  great  Fhyfician  for  being  at 
the  expence  of  the  Machine  to  make  the  Ex¬ 
periment  !  Has  the  Experiment  been  made, 
with  refpedt  to  the  Effedt  propofed  to  the 
Sailors  ?  When  it  has,  and  a  true  Report 
made,  I  will  now  venture  to  affirm,  that  there 
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will  be  as  much  real  worth  in  the  Invention , 
as  in  a  famous  Receipt  for  the  Bite  of  a  Mad 
Dogy  which,  tho’  it  got  a  Phyfician  (who 
was  not  its  Difcoverer)  a  wonderful  Name,  is 
far  from  being  an  effectual  Cure.  But  alas! 
ftrange  Delufions  are  People  drawn  into,  from 
a  Curiofity  after  ftrange  Tales  and  Words ; 
fuch  as  Bites  of  Mad  Dogs}  Poifons  of  Vipers> 
and  their  Cures. 

If  want  of  Air,  or  of  a  proper  degree  of 
Tenfion  in  the  Air,  occafions  epidemic  Difea- 

'v 

fes,  why  do  not  the  Officer  jin  a  Man  of  War, 
who  have  Air  enough  in  that  part  of  the  Ship 
where  chiefly  they  are,  efcape  the  epidemic 
Fever  f 

It  appears  that  the  number  of  Officers  that 
die  of  the  epidemic  Difeafe  in  the  Weft-Indies^ 
are  in  proportion  to  the  common  Men  :  And 
it  may  be  afked,  why  fo  many  die  on  Shore 
where  there  is  Air  enough,  and  where  there 
is  a  Rarefaction  or  Tenfion  of  the  Air  by  means 
of  the  Jun- beams,  far  fuperior  to  that  Rarefac¬ 
tion  produced  by  the  Machine  before-men- 
tioned  ? 

Such  an  Invention  to  prevent  epidemic 
Difeafes,  is,  in  refpeCt  of  an  effectual  Method, 
as  Children  building  their  little  Houfes  at 
Play,  to  the  building  of  Palaces  according  to 
thefineft  Rules  of  Mafonry  and  Architecture. 

C  4  Deplorable 
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Deplorable  muft  be  the  State  ©f  Phyfic  it} 
England,  when  a  Man  of  Dr.  Ward's  Foun¬ 
dation  for  Physical  Praftice,  had  in  fome 

i 

Meafure  fucceeded  in  the  Schemes  he  had 
formed,  to  fell  to  the  Government  thoufands 
of  his  Pills  for  the  ufe  of  the  Fleet  and  Army 

in  the  Weft  Indies., 

I  cannot  give  a  more  flagrant  Proof  of  the 
Declenfion  of  Phyfical  Knowledge,  and;  of 
the  mercenary  State  of  its  Practice,  than  what 
will  appear  on  well  confldering  the  two  fulv 
fequent  Sections, 


SEC  T.  II. 


D  if:  every  of  the  Declenfion  of  true  Phyfical 
Knowledge ,  by  an  impartial  State  of 
Dr.  Ward’s  Qualifications  for  the  PraBice 

of  Phyfick . 


^pEeing  that  Mr.  Ward  had  fucceeded  in 
V.3  fome  Meafure  by  procuring  the  Sanction 

of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  H - n ,  to  have 

thouLndsof  his  Pills  bought  for  the  ufe  of  his 
Majefty’s  Fleet  and  Forces  in  the  Wef  -Indies,  it 
may  both  be  ufeful  and  agreeable  to  the  lear¬ 
ned  and  polite  World,  to  have  afairDiffe&ion 
*  of 
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of  inch  a  Man’s  Foundation  $  whence  will 
appear  the  Inadvertency  of  Mankind  in  the 
moft  intricate  and  important  Affairs. 

JofouaWard ,  Efq;  of  White-Hall,  when  in 
Paris,  became  poffefs’d  of  two  Arcana,  which 
he  fliled  his  Pill  and  Drop,  with  which  he 
pradtifed  Phyfic :  There  are  many  Conjec¬ 
tures  about  his  getting  them,  amongft  which 
the  moft:  probable  one  is,  that  a  Jefuit  there 
communicated  them  to  him  5  for  as  he  had 
never  ftudied  Phyfic,  and  wanted  the  feveral 
branches  of  Phy  ficalLearning  requifite  to  con¬ 
stitute  him  a  true  Prdlitioner,  no  Body  can 
reafonably  believe  that  he  was  the  Inventor  of 
thefe  Secrets,  whether  of  Confequence  or  not 

to  the  World. 

\ 

His  manner  of  Life  in  Paris  was  by  ad- 
miniftring  thefe  Arcana,  to  fuch  Perfons  as 
thought  fit  to  apply  to  him,  where  an  Eng- 
lijh  Gentleman  came  to  receive  a  Cure  from 
the  Phyficians  in  a  defperate  Cafe,  which  had 
baffled  the  Endeavours  of  feveral  eminent 
ones,  as  I  am  told,  and  under  thefe  Circum- 
ftances  was  advifed  by  one  Mr.  Paris,  now 
in  London,  to  try  Mr.  Ward's  Pill,  which  he 
did,  and  received  a  Cure  in  that  defperate 
Cafe ;  which  Succefs,  was  the  means  of  his 
coming  to  London ,  in  hopes  to  compleat 

great  Views  he  had  entertained  from  his  Pill 

and 


* 
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and  Drop,  (and  from  the  Love  of  Novelty  In 
the  good  People  of  England  no  doubt)  which 
he  gave  out  for  a  Cure  in  all  or  moft  Piftem- 
pers 

The  Gentleman  who  was  cured  having 
great  Influence  in  England,  and  being  of  a 
generous,  grateful,  and  public  Spirit,  thought 
it  incumbent  upon  him  to  be  a  ftrenuous 
Abettor  for  Mr .  W ard^\  by  which  means, 
and  thro’  the  fondnefs  of  Novelty,  the  Pill  and 
Drop  came  into  great  Reputation  and  Ufe. 

Whereupon,  the  Phyficians  and  Apotheca¬ 
ries  vehemently  exclaim'd  againft  fuch  an 
abfurd  Pradice,  as  a  Perfon,  ignorant  of 
Phyfical  Learning,  giving  Medicines  indifcri- 
minately  of  fuch  a  forcible  nature  as  th eP/// 
and  Drop ,  undoubtedly  would  kill  rnany  Pa¬ 
tients  $ 

*  The  Abfurdity  of  an  univerfal  Medicine  is  fully  demon¬ 
itrated  in  Sedt  IX.  of  my  Phyfical  DiJftrtationSy  which  will 
icon  be  publiflied. 

f  t 

'|-  Confidering  how  Mr.  Ward  came  by  his  Pill,  his  Quali- 
iications  to  Practice,  the  Rifque  the  Gentleman  run  in  taking 
a  Medicine  he  did  not  know,  and  whofe  Effe&s  upon  the 
human  Body  Mr.  Ward  could  not  account  for;  I  humbly  think 
it  was  an  Error  in  Judgment  to  fet  up  fuch  a  Man  fora  Doflor; 
for  tho’  the  Pill  cured  him  in  that  particular  defperate  Cafe, 
is  was  not  to  be  rationally  inferred  that  it  was  univerfally  good, 
b]it  on  the  contrary  mull  kill  in  many  Cafes  and  Conftitutions : 
Whatever  Mark  of  Gratuity,  exclusive  of  recommending  him 
as  a  Dotlor,  the  Gentleman  was  pleafed  to  give  him,  is  no 
Perfon’ s  Concern, 

•  *  v  ^ 
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dents ;  and  that  therefore,  it  was  quite  un¬ 
warrantable  in  Mr.  Ward  to  praftife  Phyfic 
at  any  rate. 

And  in  order  to  put  a  flop  to  Mr.  Ward's 
Progrefs,one  Mr.  fofeph  Glutton ,  an  eminent 
Chymift  and  Apothecary  in  Holbourn ,  wrote 
a  Book  in  the  Year  1736,  fetting  forth  the 
Wickednefs  and  Abfurdity  of  fuch  Practice  in 
Phyfic  ;  wherein  are  ftated  fixty  eight  Cafes , 
feveral  of  which  are  fo  fet  forth  as  to  prove 
the  Pill  and  Dt'op  ftrong  Poifon,  and  ten  Ex¬ 
periments  for  the  fame  end  are  made,  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  component  Principles  of  the  Pill ; 
tho’  in  fome  of  thefe  Cafes  it  appears  that  they 
are  not  Poifon,  but  an  effectual  Remedy. 

I  have  alfo  heard  that  feveral  eminent 
Phyficianswere  previous  to  the  Publication  of 
Mr.  Gluttons,  Book ,  and  the  more  effedtuallv 
to  fupprefs  fuch  a  Practice,  it  was  concerted,  . 
to  dedicate  the  Book  to  Queen  Caroline  of 
Great  Britain ,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

But  notwithftanding  this  concerted  Oppo¬ 
sition  againft  the  Pill  and  Dropy  Mr.  Ward 
ftill  continues  his  Practice ;  which  naturally 
raifes  this  Queftion  :  If  the  difmal  Scenes  cf 
Death  published  in  Mr.  Cluttons  Book ,  as 
proceeding  from  his  Pill  and  Drop  are  true, 
how  comes  it  to  pafs  that  he  ftill  has  Prac¬ 
tice  ?  The  Anlwer  is. 

* i  -  . 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Ward  being  fenfible  ns  well  as  others, 
of  the  deadly  Effect  of  his  Pill  and  Drop,  in 
numerous  Cafes,  and  being  thro’  an  ambi¬ 
tious  Nature  defirous  to  keep  up  the  Charac¬ 
ter  of  a  fuccefsful  DoBor ,  which  his  grate-* 
ful  Patient  befoierinentioned  was  the  means 
of  his  acquiring,  thro’  a  fondnefs  for  Novelty, 
made  it  his  Bufmefs,  and  ftill  does,  to  enquire 
after  and  buy  up  many  other  Secrets,  which 
are  really  efficacious  as  well  as  more  mild 
and  fafe  in  Operation  5  by  which  means,  he 
meets  with  Succefs  more  frequently  than 
when  he  had  only  his  Pill  and  Drop  :  And 
having  Friends,  as  well  as  no  fmall  Know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Affairs  and  Foibles  of  the  World, 
he  keeps  up  his  Reputation,  and  helps  it  out 
with  Advertifements  of  Cures  in  the  News- 
Papers,  and  by  Coffee  Houfe  Puffers ,  as  further 
appears. 

Befides,  he  cannot  mifs  of  fucceeding  fome- 
tnnes,  becaufe  of  the  Numbers  that  come  to 
him  for  Medicines,  which  he  gives  under  the 
Jpecious  Pretence  of  Charity,  tho’  fome  People 
pay  him  well  for  them,  and  feveral  Gentle¬ 
men  pay  him  annual  Sums  to  diftribute  them 
to  the  Poor,  who  really  believe  they  are  do¬ 
ing  a  good  thing,  in  giving  him  fuch  Allow¬ 
ances  *.  And 

*  It  is  a  pity  that  the  generous  and  charitable  Defigns  of 
fuch  good  Men  are  loft  in  the  Execution. 
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And  when  he  hasSuccefs,  Care  is  taken  to 
have  it  published  in  all  the  News-Papers,  to 
have  Puffers  hired  to  go  about  the  Town  in¬ 
to  Coffee- Houfes  and  elfe where,  and  cry  up 
to  the  Skies  this  and  that  great  and  moji  won¬ 
derful  Cure ,  which  fb  much  captivates  the 
Curiofity  of  many  People,  that  they  have  re- 
courfe  to  Mn  Ward ,  in  Cafes  which  require 
the  Judgment  of  the  mod  difcerning  Phyfi- 
cians  that  have  appeared  fince  the  Days  of 
Hipocrates^  there’s  no  Reflection  upon  the 
numbers  of  Lives  loft  for  one  Cure,  but  eve¬ 
ry  one  thinks  that  they  will  be  cured  becaufe 
fuch  and  fuch  a  particular  Perfon  was. 

Such  Thoughts  are  equally  abfurd  with 
thole  of  Lottery  Adventurers ,  every  one 
thinking  that  they  are  to  have  Capital  Prizes, 
when  they  can  but  fall  to  the  Lot  of  a  few. 

But  fuch  is  the  Ignis  Fatuus  of  Mankind, 
that  by  thefe  and  fuch  ways  and  means, 
many  are  drawn  to  apply  to  him,  which  gets 
him,  with  the  unthinking  part  of  Men,  the 
Reputation  of  a  great  Doctor ,  tho’  it  appears 
that  he  has  no  more  right  to  fuch  an  Appel¬ 
lation  than  the  Mock  DoElor  in  the  Farce  fo 
called,  who  is  there  reprefented  a  Faggot  Ma¬ 
ker.  Thus,  to  the  eternal  Reproach  of  the 
prefent  regular  Practice  of  Phyfic,  many  of 
his  Majefty’s  Subjects  Lives  are  loft* 


It 
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It  appears  in  the  preceding  Sedtion,  and 
remarkably  in  Sex  VL  of  my  Physical  Dif- 
fertation s,  that  the  Phyficians  will  not  apply 
themfelves  to  theDifcovery  of  Nature,  nor  of 
powerful  and  fafe  Medicines,  which  is  the 
Reafon  that  fuch  a  Doctor  and  Practice  in 
Phyjic  ever  had  any  footing  in  England ,  and 
it  can  be  nothing  but  a  fordid  Self-intereft  at 
the  Hearts  of  the  Phyficians,  which  is  the 
Caufe  of  fuch  anOmifiion  of  duty  to  Mankind ; 
for  if  they  would  make  ufeful  Enquiries  and 
Difcoveries,  it  would  be  inconfiftent  with  re¬ 
ceiving  their  numerous  Fees  in  Faflhion,  in 
regard  that  their  Patient  would  be  too  foon 
cured,  when  now,  as  the  State  of  Phyfical 
Pradtice  ftands,  by  prefcribing  again  and  a - 
gain  fuch  infignificant  things  as  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  Sedt  I.  of  my  Dijfertations ,  great  is 
the  Gain  both  of  the  Phyfician  and  Apothe¬ 
cary,  tho’  the  Patient  is  both  robbed  and 
killed,  and  the  Art  of  Phyfic  kept  in  a  ftate 
of  Obfcurity. 

Thus  I  have  truly  fhewn  the  Qualificati¬ 
ons  of  Mr.  Ward  for  the  Pradtice  of  Phyfic, 
and  how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  he  is  applied 
to,  who  is  vainly  ftiled  a  Medicinal  Meteor 
in  a  Pamphlet  remarked  upon  in  next  Sedtion, 
and  who,  b^ing  flufiied  or  intoxicated  with 
the  Intereft  he  has  made  by  the  Delufions 

aforefaid. 
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aforefaid,  propofed  his  Pills  (which  ftrongly 
coagulate  the  Blood*  as  appears  in  pages  5  r  * 
66,  68,  92.  and  in  feveral  Cafes  publifhed  in 
Mr.  Glutton's  Book)  tho'  a  Secret ,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  Majefty’s  Fleet  and  Forces  in  the  Wejl- 
Indies,  and  even  makes  a  greater  Attempt, 
which  I  (hall  comment  upon  in  next  Settion4 
But  neverthelefs,  all  Quacks  and  fecret 
Brattices  in  Phyfic,  are  a  great  Evil  to  the 
Public,  and  an  Indignity  to  every  learned  and 
polite  Country. 


SECT  III 


The  declining  State  of  the  Art  of  Phyficfurther 
manifejledy  by  an  Attempt  in  a  Letter  to  a 
.  Member  of  Parliament  y figned  Philanthro- 
pos,  which  was  publifbed  in  the  Tear  1741. 
here  reprinted  with  Remarks . 

TH  E  following  Letter  was  publifhed 
under  the  Title  of  Mr.  Ward's  Prac¬ 
tice  of  PhyfCy  as  it  relates  to  the  Public ,  im¬ 
partially  confidered :  In  a  Letter  to  Thomas 
Carew,  Efq\  Member  of  Parliament.  On 
reading  which,  fucli  Thoughts  occurred  tome 
as  have  produced  the  Remarks  I  have  mixed 

with 
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<.  ... 

with  the  Sentences  of  the  Pamphlet,  at  thd 
Periods  I  thought  moft  proper,  which  I  ant 
perfuaded  will  be  deem’d  juft  by  every  im¬ 
partial  difcerning  Man. 

S  1  R,  Minehead,  Dec.  14.  1740.. 

TH  E  truly  generous,  noble,  and  indefa¬ 
tigable  Spirit  you  have  exerted  on  the 
Behalf  of  the  Commonwealth,  during  your 
fitting  in  Parliament,  has  drawn  upon  you 
the  Trouble  of  this  Application.  You  have 
fliewn,  not  only  Inclination,  but  Ability  to 
do  real  Service  to  your  Country,  by  promo¬ 
ting  and  carrying  on  feveral  Bills,  which  will 
greatly  contribute  to  the  public  Good,  and 
tranfmit  your  Name  with  Honour  to  Pofte- 
rity.  You  are  a  true  Patriot,  in  the  pure (l 
Senfe  of  the  Word ;  and,  as  fucb,  I  don’t 
doubt,  you  will  tbink  the  following  Pages 
highly  worthy  of  your  (erious  Confideration  ■, 
and  if  you  find  any  Hint  in  them  fair,  rea- 
fonable,  and  calculated  for  the  Intereft  of 
your  Fellow- Subjects,  you  will  gladly  im¬ 
prove  it,  and  readily  concur  in  building  upon 
it  fuch  an  wholefome  Law  as  may  redrefs 
the  Grievance  complained  of. 

I  hope  this  Preamble  is  due  to  every  Mem¬ 
ber  of  Parliament,  tho'  ’twould  Jeem  by  tb * 

tubfequent  Pages  well  confidered,  that  this  imr 

partial 
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partial  Letter-writer  cannot  bcjincere  therein , 
and  that  his  Point  in  view  was  a  Money  Jobb, 
which  bears  fame  Analogy  to  the  Word  Mine- 
head,  where  the  Letter  is  dated . 

I  think  it  will  be  eafily  granted,  that  the 

Health  of  the  Body  is  full  as  valuable  as  the 

* 

Property  of  Eftates. 

Fhe  Health  of  the  Body  is,  in  my  Opinion , 
more  valuable  than  the  Property  of  Eflates  . 
for  in  the  firjt  Cafe ,  tho  a  P  erf  on  is  but  in  nar¬ 
row  Circumj lances,  many  Enjoyments  may  be 
poffef's  d,  and  a  Foundation  laid  Jor  Happinefs  in 
a  f  uture  State,  which  infinitely  furpafjeth  the 
perifhable  Pofjefjions  of  this  World  jo  much  ft  nig¬ 
gled  after  ;  yet,  defpi cable  as  they  are  in  re~ 
JpeEl  to  future  Enjoyments ,  they  cannot  be  pof* 
fejsd  without  Health * 

How  difficult  would  it  be  for  any  Perfoa 
to  believe,  that  our  Legiflature  is  of  that  Opi¬ 
nion,  who  fhould  obferve,  that  there  are  fo 
many  good  Laws  enaded  by  every  Parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  Defence  of  the  one,  and  fcarce 
ever  any  Care  taken  for  the  PrtLrvation  of 
the  other  ? 

Here  the  Letter-writer,  intoxicated  with 
his  mighty  View,  as  farther  appears,  forgets 
good  Manners  and  Policy ,  by  refecting  on  the 
Judgment  of  the  Legiflature. 

D  Indeed^ 
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Indeed,  within  a  long  Series  of  Years,  the 
Parliament  has  been  moft  gracioufly  pleafedi 
to  caft  an  Eye  towards  the  Health  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple,  by  an  Adi  impowering  Phyficians  to  in- 
fpedl  Apothecaries  Shops;  by  an  Adi  for 
preventing  the  Retailing  fpirituous  Liquors; 
and  by  an  Adi  for  the  Encouragement  of  the 
Publication  of  Mrs.  Stephens9 s  Remedies. 

•  He  now  would  palliate  the  j ore  going  Re¬ 
flexion  againft  the  Legiflature,  by  obferving 
upon  Mrs.  Stephens’*  Adi,  to  lay  a  Foundation 

to  carry  his  Point.' - It  is  not  my  Bujinefs 

now  to  obferve  any  farther  upon  that  AX  of 
Parliament ,  thany  that  thereby  the  Legiflature 
demohft rated  a  generous  humane  Difpoftion  to¬ 
wards  the  Public ,  and  that  I  apprehend  they 
now Jee  their  AX  in  that  Cafe  has  not  anjwer- 
ed  their  View  in  making  it. 

However,  thefe  Pittances,  few  as  they  are, 
prove,  that  the  Honourable  Houfe  does  not 
think  the  Health  of  the  Nation  entirely  below 
their  Care  and  Ccnfideration ;  and  therefore  we 
ought  to  luppofe  that  the  Reafon  why  Adis 
of  Parliament  for  the  like  good  Purpofes  are 
not  more  frequent,  is,  that  the  Houfe  is  not 
applied  to  on  fuch  Subjedls  in  a  proper  man¬ 
ner  ;  that  the  Grievances  the  People  labour 
under  are  not  fairly  and  plainly  laid  before 
the  Members,  or  pradtical  Methods  of  Re¬ 
lief*  are  not  pointed  outv  Tho 
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The  Ei'ealth  of  a  People  can  only  be  pre- 
ferved  by  all  the  wholefome  Laws  the  Wif- 
dom  of  a  Legiflature  can  contrive,  to  prevent 
Luxury,  Debauchery,  and  every  kind  of  Im¬ 
morality,  which  infallibly  produce  Difeafes, 
or  by  frequent  Infpedtions  into  the  State  of 
Phyfic  in  their  Country,  becaufe  Abufes  will 
daily  creep  into  every  Society  or  Set  of  Men, 
who  find  themfelves  under  no  Reftraint, 
from  any  Apprehenfions  of  being  called  to 
an  Account  for  their  Method  of  treating 
Mankind,  in  their  moft  momentous  Con¬ 
cernments.  Tho’  the  firft  Part  of  this  gene¬ 
ral  Plan  is  highly  worth  your  Confederation, 
yet  I  fhall  beg  Leave  to  fay  a  few  Words  to 
you  in  regard  to  the  latter  only. 

Ajter  having  firft  obferved  how  necefary 
it  is  for  a  Legiflature  to  take  Meafures  to  pre¬ 
vent  Difeafes  and  preferve  Health ,  he  pafeth 
over  the  taking  any  Steps  for  that  important 
End ,  and  hurries  to  his  own  Defign . 

The  Reformation  of  the  State  of  Phyfic 
in  general  is  greatly  wanting  in  this  Nation, 
and,  I  believe,  moft  warmly  wifhed  by  every 
honeft  Man,  even  of  the  Faculty  itfelf.  But 
tho’  general  Reformations  may  be  as  difficult 
as  they  are  definable,  yet  fome  crying  Enor¬ 
mities  may  themfelves  point  out  the  Method 
of  their  own  Redrefs. 

D  2 
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I  humbly  conceive  that  in  Sedl  I.  of  my 
Pbyficai  Differtations,  the  moft  effectual  Me¬ 
thods  to  regulate  and  improve  the  State  of  P  by  - 
Jic  are  Jet  forth ;  and  as  therein  1  have  offered 
Reajons  which  I  hope  will  be  deem'd  valid>  that 
every  PraBitioner  Jhall  publifh  his  Arcana, 
or  be  hindered  from  praBifmg  Phyfic ,  and  jhall 
trujl  to  the  Honour  and  Equity  of  the  Legifla - 
ture ,  there  can  be  no  fuch  Deception  as  paying 
the  Public  Money  jor  Medicines  already  well 
known ,  tho  dignified  with  the  Appellation  of 
Divine  Miraculous  Arcana  in  the  PoffeJJion 

of  Quacks. 

If  we  confider  the  public  Humour  of  the 
good  People  of  England  for  thefe  laft  T  wen- 
ty  Years,  one  fhould  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
certain  odd  Conjunctions  of  the  heavenly  Bo¬ 
dies  brought  on  epidemical  Follies*  as  well  as 
Difeafes.  | 

Epidemic  Follies ,  in  Phyfic  and  other 
\ Things ,  are  not  owing  to  the  Influence  of  celeflial 
Bodies ,  but  to  the  Schemes  of  diabolical  terref- 
trial  Bodies  called  Men,  who ,  to  get  Money \ 
form  Machinations  which  eclipje  Truth  and  real 
Knowledge  in  that  important  Science ,  and  hin¬ 
der  the  World  of  great  Advantages  which  in  ay 
he  eafily  obtain  dy  if  all  Men  had  a  true  Great - 
nejs  of  Mind . 

How 
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How  have  Shakefpeare ,  Johryon ,  Otway y 
and  all  the  Plays  capable  of  delighting  the 
Mind,  inftrudting  the  Head,  or  mending  the 
Heart,  been  totally  negle&ed,  or  coldly  re¬ 
ceived,  while  dear  Harlequin !  charming 
Devil  !  has  filled  all  our  Affe&ions,  triumph¬ 
ed  over  our  Judgments,  and  emptied  our 
Pockets.  During  an  ./Era  like  this,  when 
fuch  crowded  Audiences,  compofed  of  the 
Vulgar  and  the  Small,  gave  fuch  plain  Demon- 
ftrations  of  their  polite  Taffe,  and  profound 
Wifdom,  is  it  to  be  wonder’d,  that  there 
fhould  appear,  from  the  malign  Influences 
of  the  fame  Stars,  Marks  of  an  epidemical 
Madnefs  in  other  parts  of  the  Town,  as  well 
as  in  the  Theatre?  No;  Dr.  Fauflus  will 
have  the  Honour  to  be  handed  down  to  Pof- 
terity  as  the  illuftrious  Contemporary  of  a 
Mappy  a  Taylor,  and  a  JVard.  The  Hiflorian 
of  our  Days  will  be  able  to  inform  his  Rea¬ 
ders,  that  the  Infatuation  was  fo  general,  that 
Friend,  Mead ,  and  Pellet ,  were  as  much  e- 
clipfed  by  this  bright  Conftellation,  as  Shake¬ 
fpeare  then  was  by  a  more  happy  Genius;  a 
Gentleman,  who,  with  furprizing  A&ivity, 
could  turn  himfeifinto  all  Shapes,  and  appear 
to  be  any  Animal  but  what  he  really  was. 
Such  are  the  irrefiflable  Charms  of  Delufion! 
Such  the  Happinefs  of  being  deceived,  that 

D  3  all 


all  our  Applaufes  rife  in  Proportion  to  the 
Artfulnefs  of  the  Impoiition,  and  the  Diffi¬ 
culty  of  difcovering  the  Cheat  !  1 

Here  he  ajfeSls  to  point  out  the  Follies  of  Man¬ 
kind  in  fever  al  refpefis,  in  order  the  better  to 
difguife  his  Defign  in  drawing  them  into  the 
CommiJJion  of  an  egregious  Folly. 

Let.  Mrs.  Mapp's  Bones  reft  in  Peace,  tho? 
(he  tortur’d  fo  many  in  the  Days  of  her 
Fame. 

With  all  my  Heart ;  let  both  her  Flefh 
and  Bones  reft  a?id  rot :  But  the  Names  of  all 
Impo/iors  whatfoever  ought  to  be  kept  in  Re¬ 
membrance ,  to  prevent  not  only  more  Tortures 
but  Murders. 

Let  the  dextrous  Dr.  Taylor  be  able  to  purge 
the  vifual  Ray  of  our  neighbour  Nations,  that 
they  may  fee  their  true  Intereft  to  confift  in 
treating  Great  Britain  with  Honour  and  Re- 
fpedh 

This  P  aragraph,  if  it  has  any  ?neaning , 
is  to  court  Favour  from  leading  Meny  by  talk¬ 
ing  of  treating  Great  Britain  with  Honour  and 

Refpeffi.  '  1 

Mr.  Ward  is  the  only  medicinal  Meteor 
which  yet  continues  to  fhine  amongft  us, 
whofe  Fame  has  raifed  him  to  the  higheft 
Degree  of  Efteem  and  Admiration  with  the 
Qay  and  the  Polite ,  on  whofe  Authority  and 

^  ^  ^  O'  >  *  1  v  •  Ip  S  t  t  '  P  .  ■  y  4 
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Judgment  Thoufands,  and  Tens  of  Thou¬ 
sands,  of  the  lower  Part  of  Mankind,  {wal¬ 
low  his  Medicines  with  implicit  Faith,  and 
are  faid  thereby  to  receive  mod;  wonderful 
Cures  in  almod:  incurable  Diftempers.  The 
Influence  of  this  Gentleman’s  Reputation  be¬ 
ing  now  become  fo  very  extenfive,  his  Man¬ 
ner  of  pradtiling  Phyfic  cannot  be  thought 
a  Subjedt  unworthy  the  Notice  and  Conside¬ 
ration  of  the  Legislature.  I  am  fure,  Sir,  you 
will  afford  it  your  Attention,  for  a  few  Mi¬ 
nutes,  as  it  is  of  Importance  to  the  Service  of 
the  Public,  to  which  I  well  know  how 
much  every  Moment  of  your  Time  is  dedi¬ 
cated. 

I  (hall  by  no  means  take  upon  me  to  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  the  numberlefs  Deaths  laid  to 
this  Gentleman’s  Charge  by  his  Oppofers,  or 
the  unparallel’d  Cures  he  is  faid  to  have  per¬ 
formed  by  his  Admirers,  come  nearefl:  the 
Truth. 

It  is  quite  necejfary  that  this  Point  be  de¬ 
ter  mined  for  if  after  Jo  manyTears  Experience  y 
which  Mr .  Ward  has  had  of  his  Medicines ,  he 
cannot  give  them  to  fuch  certainty  oj  Succejs, 
but  that  as  many  Patients  are  killed  as  cured 
by  them ;  what  Advantage  would  it  be  to  the 
Public  to  have  fuch  Secrets  known  to  the  Pby - 
ficians,  tho  they  have  fuperior  Qualifications  t% 

P  4  *  Mr, 
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Mr .  Ward  ?  None  at  all.  For  there  are  many 
powerful  Medicines  in  the  Materia  Medica 
which  they  would  often  give  hut  jor  the  fame 
Ob]  edit  on  as  they  have  againjl  Mr.  Ward’s ; 
which  is,  that  being  very  forcible,  they  cannot 
anfwer  for  the  Efedls :  Nature  is  intricate  and 
hidden  to  mojt  of  our  Modern  Phyficians  ; 
and  it  appears  that  they  will  not  take 
Pains  to  dif cover  her  Laws ;  they  get  their 
Fees  without  that  Trouble.  To  ferve  the  Pub¬ 
lic, ,  in  the  way  of  Phyfic,  is  to  have  Medicines 
in  common  Pradlice  that  are  both  fafe  and 
powerful ;  not  Medicines  that  are  Poifon  in  as 
many  Cafes  as  a  Cure.  But  after  all ,  I  will 
*  not  admit  what  this  impartial  Letter-writer 
infinuatys ,  that  Mr.  Ward's  Medicines  kill 
no  more  than  they  care. 

What  he  owns  himfelf,  and  what  all  his 
Friends  allow,  may,  I  hope,  be  taken  for 
granted.  Fie  confeffes,  with  great  Candour, 
that  he  is  wholly  ignorant  of  the  Hiftory  and 
Nature  of  Di (cafes ;  that  he  underftands 
nothing  of  Anatomy,  or  the  Animal  Oecono- 
my  3  and  that  he  only  pretends  to  fome 
Knowledge  in  Chymiftry,  by  which  Art  he 
has  diicovcred  a  few  Medicines,  of  ereater 
Efficacy  in  particular  Cafes,  than  thofe  in 
common  Ufe  among  tegular  Phyficians, 

It 
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It  is  Mr.  Ward’s  Part  to  make  this  Con - 
teflon,  jor  if  he  pretended  K?iowledge  in  the 
Nature  of  Difeafes ,  he  would  thereby  expofe 
him) elf  to  be  a  weak  Man,  therefore ,  what 
this  remarkable  W  r  iter  files  great  Candour, 
is  great  Neceffity.  It  is  a  Reproach  however 
againft  our  learned  Phyficians,  that  his  Medi¬ 
cines  fomctimes  fucceed  after  all  their  unfiiccefs- 
ful  Endeavours  jor  a  Cure:  But  if  they  would 
make  proper  Inquiftions  into  the  Nature  of 
Things,  his  Cures ,  which  are  the  refult  of 
Chance ,  not  of  Judgment ,  would  not  reproach 
them  ;  Jor ,  in  that  Cafe ,  they  would  know  the 
Nature  of  the  Difeafes,  that  require  fuch  fort  of 
Medicines ,  and  have  Compoft  ions  of  equal  or  jit - 
perior  Efficacy  to  any  he  is  poffiefsd  of  ready  in 
the  Shops  on  fuch  Occafiojjs :  I  am  certain  that 
the  Materials  which  conflitute  his  Arcana,  are 
to  be  had  in  the  Shops  of  Chymifs  and  Apothe¬ 
caries. 

Suppofe  then,  that  what  this  Gentleman 
afierts  is  true,  and  that  he  has  fuch  powerful 
chymical  Secrets  in  his  PofTeffion  3  mud  they 
not  be  capable  of  doing  as  much  Harm,  when 
ignorantly  and  promifcuoufly  adminiftred, 
as  they  would  be  of  doing  Good,  in  the 
Hands  of  a  Perfon  duly  qualified  to  know  in 
what  Cafes,  how,  and  when,  properly  to  ap¬ 
ply  them  ? 

The 
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/  y  fhe  Paragraph  page  57,  admits  that  they 
do  a  great  deal  of  harm. 

Will  that  noble  Chriftian  Charity,  which 
trom  this  Gentleman’s  known  moral  Character 
cannot  but  be  believed  to  be  the  foie  Motive 
of  his  great  Bounty  to  the  Crowds  of  poor 
People  who  daily  attend  him,  make  amends 
for  his  dealing  out  thefe  powerful  Medicines 
fo  indifcriminately  to  all  who  fhall  pay  him 
the  Compliment  of  being  willing  to  fwallow 
them  ? 

It  is  ahfurd  to  fay ,  that  an  ill  Allion  is 
Chriftian  Charity ;  but  that  is  all  the  Senfe 
that  can  be  made  of  thi s  Jobbi ng-wri ters  Words : 

If  the  ill  Action  conftitutes  the  Chriftian  Cha-  • 
rity  exprefsd ,  how  can  a  Chriftian  or  Moral 
Principle  come  in  there  ?  Or  who  in  his  Senje$ 
fan  aftign  Mr.  Ward's  Diftribution  of  his  Me¬ 
dicines  to  a  moral  Principle ,  if  he  knows  that 
he  kills  as  many  Patients  as  he  cures  ?  Or  if 
he  thinks  that  Phyficians  could  apply  his  Me¬ 
dicines  to  greater  Advantage  than  he  can  him - 
felf  why  dont  hepublijhthemto  avoid  being  daily 
guilty  of  Murder  ?  Or  if  he  believes  that  they 
fan  do  no  better  with  them  than  himfelf  why 
Jhould  he  want  the  Public  Money  for  nothing 
at  all?  Is  this  a  Chriftian  or  moral  Principle? 
Mr.  Ward  is  under  a  fever e  Dilemma  in  this 
Cafe .  Nothing  can  clear  him  from  it  in  the 

Pyes 
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Eyes  of  difcerning  Men  ;  for  with  Rea/Sk , 
Honour t  and  Conjcience^  there  is  no  Warrant 
for  fuch  Practice. 

Do  the  Multitude  of  Patients  whom  he 
never  faw  before,  or  will  fee  afterwards,  want 
no  Attendance  during  the  violent  Operation 
of  their  Phyfic  ?  No  Perfon  acquainted  with 
the  Nature  of  their  Medicines,  to  relieve  or 
correct  any  Accidents,  which  lb  often  attend 
the  moft  common  and  gentle  Remedies  i 
Surely  it  mud  appear,  to  every  unprejudiced 
Perfon,  that  the  moft  ufeful  Drugs,  under 
fuch  Management,  muft  be  a  fore  Evil,  and 
therefore  that  nothing  can  be  more  unchari¬ 
table,  than  thus  to  deceive  and  hurt  a  Mul¬ 
titude  under  the  fpecious  Pretence  of  Charity  ? 
But  however  faulty  this  Gentleman’s  Me¬ 
thod  of  Pradice  may  be,  yet  his  Medicines 
may  in  themfelves,  and  under  proper  Direc¬ 
tion,  be  extremely  valuable.  Let  us  grant, 
that  they  are  fo  :  Is  it  not  then  incumbent  on 
thofe  who  have  the  Good  of  the  People  at 
Heart,  to  endeavour  to  render  thefe  valuable 
Secrets  a  public  Benefit,  which,  under  their 
prefent  Circumftances,  are  fo  great  a  Cala¬ 
mity  ?  r 

From  what  appears  in  federal  of  the  Sec¬ 
tions  of  my  Phyfical  Differtations,  and from 
the  preceding  one ,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  fuch  a 

iking 
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thing  cannot ,  or  will  not,  be  done  by  the  Phyjici- 
ans-y  therefore ,  whole  Defgn  o)  the  imparti¬ 
al  Letter-writer  is  overfet.  I  humbly  conceive 
that  every  difcerning  candid  Man  will  be  of  Opi¬ 
nion  that  the  State  of  Fhyfic  is  to  be  improved 
by  the  Methods  propofed  in  Se£t  I.  of  my  Phy- 
fieal  Differ  rations,  not  by  buying  Mr.  Ward’s 
Pill  and  Drop,  &c.  &c,  &c.  cum  multis 
aliis. 

Every  Man  ought  to  be  rewarded  for  his 
Dilcovery  of  any  thing  that  may  be  benefi¬ 
cial  to  Society. 

Yes,  according  to  the  Rules  of  Honour  and 
Equity . 

Mr.  Ward  fhould  not  be  defired  to  part 
with  his  Property  (and  his  Noftrums  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  fuch)  without  a  reafonable  Equi¬ 
valent. 

IV hat  Equivalent  ?  JVhat for  doing  ?  For 
killing  as  many  as  he  cures ,  which  the  impar¬ 
tial  Writer  himfelj  admits ,  page  55. 

The  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  is  able 
to  grant  him  this  Equivalent,  and  they  have 
a  Right  to  demand  the  Knowlege  of  his  Se¬ 
crets  on  juft  and  equitable  Terms. 

No  Doubt  of  it. 

An  Englifoman ,  who  poffeffes  a  Piece  of 
Ground  which  interrupts  the  making  a  River 
navigable,  is  obliged  to  part  with  his  Property 
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for  the  Good  of  the  Community:  Surely 
Mr.  Ward's  Property  in  his  Secrets  is  not 
more  inviolable,  than  what  every  Man  has  in 
his  own  Land  ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be 
looked  upon  as  any  Hardship,  if  he  fhould  be 
forced  to  part  with  them  on  like  Conditions, 
Should  fuch  a  Demand  be  made  upon  him 
by  Parliament ;  fhould  the  Reward  appoin¬ 
ted  be  obtainable  only  by  the  Proof,  before 
competent  Judges,  of  his  Medicines,  when 
divulged,  performing  the  fame  Cures  on  fair 
Subjects,  which  they  are  now  faid  to  do  on 
his  private  Patients ;  and  fhould  he  refufe  to 
ftand  th^t  Teft  only,  what  could  be  conclu¬ 
ded  from  fuch  a  Refufal,  but  that  he  did  not 
believe  in  his  own  Confcience,  that  they 
would  perform  what  he  and  his  Friends  do 
now  perfuade  the  World  to  believe  that  they 
will  do  ?  Would  not  fuch  a  Refufal  be  a  juft 
and  equitable  Ground  for  the  Parliament  to 
forbid  his  farther  dealing  out  thefe  Medicines, 
(of  which  they  would  have  Reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  he  had  himfclf  no  Opinion)  ajid, 
by  a  wholfome  Law,  to  prevent  his  Majefty’s 
Subjects  from  being  any  longer  cheated  ot 
their  Money,  if  not  robb’d  of  their  Lives. 
But  as  this  Gentleman’s  great  Cures  are  fo 
well  attefted  by  many  Perfons  ofFafhion, 
whofe  Knowledge  in  fuch  Matters  cannot  be 
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difputed,  I  have  no  Reafon  to  fear,  that  he 
would  at  all  fufped:  the  Efficacy  of  his  Me¬ 
dicines,  in  all  the  defperate  Cafes,  which  he 
now  fo  confidently  undertakes.  He  will 
therefore  undoubtedly  fubmit  them  to  an  im¬ 
partial  Trial  with  the  greatert  Chearfulnefs, 
efpecially  as  he  will,  over  and  above  the  Re¬ 
ward  appointed  by  Parliament,  be  fure  of 
gratifying  his  moft  charitable  Difpoiition  in 
the  Satisfaction  of  knowing,  that,  whereas 
before  only  fome  Thoufands  of  his  Country¬ 
men  enjoyed  the  Fruits  of  his  Labours,  then 
he  will  become  a  general  Good  to  Mankind. 
The  honourable  Gentlemen  who  now  talk 
of  his  Medicines  as  divine,  and  of  his  Cures 
as  little  lefs  than  miraculous,  will  all  moft 
heartily  join  in  promoting  this  Publication  ; 
they  will  congratulate  their  Country  on  the 
ineftimable  Poffeffion  of  thefe  Secrets,  which, 
but  for  the  Care  of  our  Legiflature,  might 
have  flept  in  the  fingle  Bread  of  their  Au¬ 
thor,  and  have  been  buried  with  him  in  Ob¬ 
livion,  to  the  irreparable  Lofs  of  all  future 
Ages ! 

How  can  fuch  a  Lofs  be  thought  irrepa¬ 
rable  ,  utile fs  it  fjould  happen  ( which  cannot  in 
the  nature  of  Chance)  that  his  Medicines  are  ta¬ 
ken  only  by  the  noxious  part  of  Mankind ?  I  fear 
they  do  irreparable  Mif chief  by  killing  fever  al 

good 
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good  Men ;  for  one  good  Man  is  worth  more  to 
the  W or  Id  than  the  greatefl  number  imagina¬ 
ble  of  evil  ones,  human  Nature  being  fufcepti- 
ble  of  acquiring  by  Example  either  good  or  bad 
Principles . 

As  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  is  thekiches 
of  a  Nation,  while  fo  many  brave  Men  are 
lofing  their  Lives  abroad  in  the  Service  of 
their  Country,  let  us  not  fuffer  thofe  who  re¬ 
main  at  home  to  be  daily  thinned,  either  by 
the  improper  Application^ Mr.  Ward's  Me¬ 
dicines,  under  his  prefent  Adminiftration  of 
them,  or  for  want  of  their  being  made  more 
univerfally  ufeful  by  a  fpeedy  Publication. 

It  appears  from  the  foregoing  Pages  that 
no  Advantage  can  accrue  from  their  Publica¬ 
tion  as ' Things  [land  in  Phyfc, 

The  Gin  Ad  is  a  glorious  Inflance  of  the 
tender  Care  of  our  Parliament  for  the  Lives 
and  Health  of  our  People,  to  whom  that 
pernicious  Liquor  was  promifcuoufly,  and 
charitably  retailed,  by  fuch  who  preferred 
their  own  wicked  Gains  to  the  Welfare  of 
all  human  Creatures. 

Now  thinkirg  that  he  is  fo  compleatly 
tnafqued ,  as  not  to  be  difcovered ,  he  refers  up¬ 
on  thofe  of  his  own  very  Stamp ,  who  fick  at 
nothing  to  compleat  their  own  wicked  interefted 
Purpofes . 


Mrs . 
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Mrs.  Stephens  s  Aft:  is  a  plain  Proof  of  the 
true  Senfe  your  honourable  Houfe  has  of  the 
great  Benefit  of  making  any  ufeful  Difcove- 
ries  in  Phyfic ;  and  it  is  like  wife  a  proper  Pre¬ 
cedent  of  the  Manner  in  which  fuch  Publica¬ 
tions  fhould  be  made,  and  of  the  Tefts  and 
Trials  fuch  difcovered  Medicines  mud  under¬ 
go  in  order  to  intitle  their  Authors  to  their 
due  Reward. 

From  what  has  been  proved fince  the  Aft: 
for  Mrs.  Stephens,  the  manner  of  trial  of  the 
Medicines  in  that  Cafe ,  cannot  be  thought  a 
proper  Precedent :  I  have  heard  that  a  certain 
Perfon  near  White-Hall,  by  underhanded  In- 
tereft  was  not  a  little  conducive  to  the  forward- 
ing  that  Affair . 

What  may  be  a  reafonable  Satisfaction  for 
Mr.  Ward's  doing  this  fignal  Service  to  his 
Country,  I  cannot  guefs  at.  If  his  Medi¬ 
cines  will  perform  the  Cures  openly  and  fair¬ 
ly,  which  are  now  attributed  to  them,  I  think 
the  Parliament  cannot  pay  too  much  for  the 
Knowledge  of  them,  or  Mr.  Ward  receive 
too  great  Honours  from  a  grateful  People. 

Having  now  fixed  the  manner  of  trying 
his  Medicines ,  which  he  thinks  may  be  brought 
about  ( by  ways  and  means)  to  anfwer  his 
Scheme  of  a  Money  Jobb,  he  fits  an  indefinite 
value  upon  them ,  infinuates  that  they  are  inva- 
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luable ,  and  that  no  Honours  can  be  too  great  for 
juch  a  Service.  How  Men  will  build  Caftles 
in  the  Air ,  becaufe  thro  the  Folly ,  Ignorance , 
.Lew  of  Novelty  oj  the  Worlds  they  have 
fucceeded  in  that  which  is  inconfiftent  with 
every  thing  truly  great  and  good  ! 

But  fhould  this  Gentleman  be  fo  blind  to 
his  own  Intereft  as  to  refufe  to  become  this 
public  Blefiing  on  any  Terms,  can  he  expedt 
to  enjoy  the  warm  Affedlions  of  his  Coun¬ 
trymen,  to  whom  he  will  appear  fo  charita¬ 
ble,  and  To  hard-hearted,  at  the  fame  time  ? 
Should  he  refufe  to  comply  with  the  generous 
Defire  of  the  Parliament,  could  he  complain 
if  they  fhould  exert  their  juft  Authority?  If 
he  refufes  to  fave  Millions,  he  cannot  furely 
think  himfelf  ill-treated  by  the  Guardians  of 
the  Public,  if  he  fhould  be  forbid  to  deftroy 
even  his  Thoufands!  r 

Now  having  work'd  himfelf  into  a  Notion 
that  his  Intereft  will  influence  the  Guardians 
of  the  Public ,  and  induce  them  to  think  that  his 
Secrets  can  fave  even  Millions ,  he  overlooks  the 
Abfurdity  ariflng  from  admitting  how  he  kills 
his  Fhoujands.  If  only  the  Hopes ,  or  IFifl:es, 
for  an  Heap  of  Gold  produce  fuch  Deliriums, 
and  Inundations  againft  Reafon ,  what  muft 
be  the  Cafe  when  that  att railing  Idol  is  really 
jprefented  to  View,  and  offered  on  Conditions  ? 

An 
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An  Accept  ance  of  this  mi fl  alien  Objeffi  of  Ado¬ 
ration,  on  Terms  often  ftipulated,  is  productive 
of  DiJhonour  to  Kingdoms ,  Declenfion  in  Lear¬ 
ning,  and  of  the  chief  Things  that  are  the  grea- 
tejt  Indignities  to  human  Nature . 

But  to  You,  Sir*  I  humbly  fubmit  th$ 
Confideration  of  this  important  Point ;  I  call 
it  import  ant ;  and  what  concerns  the  Lives  of 
io  many  of  the  Innocent,  and  the  Ignorant* 
deferves  to  be  fo  called. 

The  Point  is  Jo  important,/^  for  the 
fake  of  the  Innocent  and  Ignorant ,  it  ought  to 
he  managed  as  is  fet  forth  in  Sedl  I .  of  my 
Phyfical  Differmtions. 

I  fpeak  as  a  Friend  to  Mr.  Ward ,  as  well 
as  to  my  Country.  I  propole  a  Method,  by 
which,  in  Head  of  being  the  Idol  of  a  Few* 
he  fhall  become  the  Darling  of  a  whole  Peo¬ 
ple  !  by  which  he  floall  remove  that  huge 
Load  of  Scandal,  which  now  lies  upon  him,, 
to  the  great  Chagrin  of  his  Enemies,  who 
fhall  pine  with  Envy  at  the  Brightnefs  of  his 
Glory.  The  black  Lift  of  his  private  Mur¬ 
ders,  which  is  now  malicioufly  handed  about 
by  Phyficians,  and  their  Emiflaries,  fhall 
whiten  into  a  pompous  Regifter  of  public 
Cures,  performed  by  his  Medicines,  on  the 
miferable  Obje&s,  who-  had  been  delivered 
over  to  the  Iron  Jaws  of  Death,  by  the  Igno-* 
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ranee  or  Indolence  of  tbofe  Doflors,  falfelv  fo 
called,  who  have  had  no  Opportunity  of  un- 
derdanding  Phyfic,  blit  their  having  been 
bred  to  the  Profeffion.  By  this  means,  this 
worthy  Gentleman  (hall  be  freed  from  that 
Labour  and  Toil  with  which  he  now  ferves 
his  Country  in  his  private  Capacity.  He 
(hall  do  even  more  Good,  and  yet,  as  is  mod 
meet  and  fit,  he  (hall  be  able  to  retire  from 
the  World,  full  of  Days  and  Honours;  he 
(hall  fpend  the  few  lad  Years  he  has  to  come, 
in  Dignity  andEafe,  enjoying  the  calm  Even¬ 
ing  of  a  well-fpent  Life,  converfing  with 
Nature  in  the  mod  endearing  Intimacy,  to 
which  he  has  arrived  by  torturing  her  ten 
thoufand  Ways,  till  he  had  made  her  confefs 
thofe  very  Secrets,  which  he  has  now  com¬ 
municated  for  the  public  Good,  and  which 
(hall  draw  down  Bleffings  on  him,  and  his 
Poderity,  through  all  future  Ages. 

By  fucb  ridiculous  inccnjiftent  Flattery 
and  Compliment ,  it  would  Jeem  that  a  Perfon 
was  hired  to  write  this  Letter ,  who  knows  that 
Flattery  is  generally  fo  irrejiftible ,  and  gains 
fo  much  on  the  Pafjions  of  Men  who  have  an 
I  ill-grounded  Ambition ,  that  he  purely  promifed 
\  to  himfelf  fome  Advantage  by  dij playing  his 
Falent. 
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I  beg  therefore,  Sir,  for  my  Sake,  as  your 
Fellow  Citizen  ;  tor  Mr.  Ward’s  Sake,  who 
can  do  us  all  fo  much  Service;  and  for  your 
Country’s  Sake,  whofe  Intereft  you  have  fo 
fin ce rely  and  warmly  at  Heart,  that  you  will 
think  ferioufly  on  this  Matter.  What  you 
fee  to  be  right,  I  know  you  will  vigoroufly 
purfue ;  and  to  your  good  Conduct  the 
Whole  is  (libmitted,  by,  Sir, 

Your  moft  Obedient 

humble  Servant , 
Philanthropos. 

As  the  Member  of  Parliament  to  whom 
jhis  Letter  was  Addreffed ,  hath  not  taken  any 
Meafures  conformable  to  the  View  of  Philan¬ 
thropos,  I  prefume  be  is  a  true  Patriot,  in  the 
pureil  Senfe  of  the  word,  thd  that  Appella¬ 
tion  was,  ?io  doubt,  given  him  from  a  full  Per - 
Jnafon  that  he  dejerved  one  quite  different. 

If  our  learned  Phyficians  would  but  well 
confider  the  Footing  Mr.  Ward  has  got,  and 
his  Foundation  to  get  it,  they  would  re¬ 
proach  themfelves  with  a  fhamefulNegled  of 
their  Duty  to  Mankind  ;  for  the  Cures  which 
he  femetimes  performs,  after  they  have  been 
therein  baffled,  being  the  Refult  of  Chanced 
not  of  Judgment,  would  in  numerous  Inftan-j 
ces  be  effeded  by  each  of  them  in  the  courfe 
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their  Practice,  from  Judgment,  if  they 
>uld  ftudy  Nature  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to 
able  them  to  know  Cafes  that  require  for- 
ile  Medicines. 

But  it  is  a  melancholy  Truth,  that  be- 
een  mercenary  Practices  and  Ignorance ,  the 
t  of  Phyfic,  which  is  noble  and  important, 
Ira&ing  from  thefey  is  no  farther  advanced 
ufejul  Points  than  in  the  Days  of  Hippo - 
ties*  Are  tens ,  Galen ,  and  other  great  Phy- 
ansof  Antiquity. 

Therefore,  I  have  great  Hopes  that  the 
filature  of  Great  Britain  will  foon  be  in- 
:ed,  from  the  Prhiciples  of  Humanity  and 
e  Greatnefs ,  to  think  that  the  Practice  of 
loble  and  ufeful  an  Art,  loudly  calls  for 
jir  Wifdom  and  Authority,  to  make  there- 
ome  Aft  of  Regulation . 
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